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On The Cover; Arvin Richard not only wasn’t of- 
fered any Division | scholarships, Alabama was 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE the only major college that even offered him a 


chance to walk on. He's made the most of his op- 


portunity and after a great spring that opportuni- 
( N j [= N ( ty has gotten even bigger. See Page 16, 
Robert Sutton Photo 
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football team is headed in the right direction. by Kirk McNair 
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Spring Football: 
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This Looks More Like Alabama 


by Kirk McNair 


Although not contender 
for titles, improvement 
was made in spring 


s is the case following just about 

every spring football practice, there 

are questions about the Alabama 
football team that will not be answered until 
next August and, perhaps, into the 1998 
season. However, il is accurate to say that 
Coach Mike DuBose’s second Crimson Tide 
squad is on the right track. 

There may not be winning players at every 
position and there may not be enough depth 
at some spots. But overall there was excep- 
tional progress and there is reason for opti- 
mism. That’s not to say that Alabama is 
going to challenge for any championships 
this fall. But no one watching Bama’s spring 
performance would expect the same type 
season as in 1997. 

DuBose said following the 15 days of work 
that he thought it had been a good spring 
practice and that he is optimistic about the 
1998 season. “I have been pleased with 
spring practice,” DuBose said, “! think we 
made progress. Obviously, we need to make 
a lot more, But I'm excited about this foot- 
ball team. They have a oneness about them 
and seem to care about one another, I like 
the work ethic we have. ['m also impressed 
about the closeness of the coaching staff. I'm 
excited about the direction we're going.” 

DuBose should be excited. He made major 
changes in his coaching staff, and all those 
changes appeared to pay dividends. 
Although Assistant Head Coach Ronnie 
Cottrell has a thin tight end corps to tutor, 
Cottrell had already proved his worth by 
spurring the coaching staff to one of the na- 
tion’s top recruiting classes in February: 

The other new coaches all filled needs 
with obvious good results. Jackie Shipp was 
brought in to coach the defensive line, 
which allowed Defensive Coordinator Ellis 
Johnson to take over his natural job as 
linebackers coach, Johnson is coaching the 
outside linebackers, Jeff Rouzie the inside 
linebackers, and the little reduction in 
Rouzie’s defensive responsibilities enabled 
him to take over special teams coaching. 
Also on defense, Charlie Harbison came in 
from Clemson to coach defensive backs and 
secondary play was much improved. 

Most of the interest on offense centered on 


end Shawn Draper 


back Montoya Madden 


new Quarterbacks Coach Charlie Stubbs, 
who also has the title of passing game coor- 
dinator. In the spring, that had the effect of 
making him de facto offensive coordinator 
since the vast majority of the offensive work 
was on the passing game. Still, there was 
nothing but praise for the cooperation be- 
tween Stubbs and Offensive Coordinator 
and Offensive Line Coach Neil Callaway, 
Stubbs probably gets much of the credit for 
the improvement of the overall receiving 
corps since the wide receivers of Coach 
Dabo Swinney were highlighted in practice. 
Ivy Williams could pretty much concentrate 
on tailback coaching since the fullback spot 
may be a little-used role position this fall. 

Old-timers may have a hard time accept- 
ing the new Bama premise of “Establish the 
passing game and set up the running game 
with the pass,” but DuBose is convinced that 
is the offense of the future and he is deter- 
mined Alabama will be a part of it. 
Obviously it will help recruiting of offensive 
players [or Bama to be in a high octane ol- 
fense. 

DuBose said, “1 made a lot of mistakes last 
year, the biggest one being not coaching 
enough, I'm more involved now.” Lronically, 
DuBose may not need to worry about that as 
much this year. His new coaches appear to 
have plugged gaps where there were weak- 
nesses a year ago. 


ithout question, most interest in 
the Crimson Tide is at the most 
important position on the team, 
quarterback. DuBose said that fifth-year se- 
nior John David Phillips had finished the 
spring ahead of redshirt freshman Andrew 
Zow in the quarterback battle. Although 


Spring Training Award Winners 


(Selected by the coaching staff) 
Lee Roy Jordan Headhunter Award: Sophomore linebacker Travis Carroll 
Jerry Duncan I Like To Practice Award: Sophomore defensive tackle Carlos Stennis 
Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defensive Lineman Award: Senior end Chris Hood 
Woodrow Lowe Most Improved Linebacker Award: Senior Trevis Smith 
Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive Back Award: Senior strong safety Warren Foust 
Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive Lineman Award: Sophomore guard Griff Redmill 
Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver Award: Freshman split end Jason McAddley 
Johnny Musso Most Improved Offensive Back Award: Sophomore tailback Arvin Richard 
Ozzie Newsome Most Improved Freshman Award: Quarterback Andrew Zow 
Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Best Walk-On Award: Sophomore strong safety Marcus Spencer 
Sylvester Croom Commitment To Excellence Award: Senior flanker Calyin Hall 

(Selected by media following A-Day Game) 
Dwight Stephenson Most Valuable Lineman In A-Day Game Award: Sophomore defensive 


Dixie Howell Memorial Award As Outstanding Player in A-Day Game: Senior running 


(Based on off-season program) 
Lifter of the Year: Sophomore nose tackle Rob-E Staten 


DuBose does not mention heralded fresh- 
man quarterback Tyler Watts, who will enter 
Alabama in August and begin to take part in 
drills then, DuBose said within wwo weeks to 
ten days of the opening game against 
Brigham Young “we will begin working with 
just two quarterbacks.” There have been 
whispers from the second floor offices (i.e., 
the offices of the coaches) in the Alabama 
Football Building about Watts being the 
starter very quickly this fall. However, the 
closest thing to an official statement to that 
effect is that the staff is looking forward to 
working with all the new signees. 

Both Phillips and Zow had days on which 
it would be judged that Alabama could win 
with either one, On the other hand, there 
were days when the feeling would be that 
Bama could not win with either. In fairness, 
neither has had any real quarterback coach- 
ing in the past. Both have the physical skills, 
the ability to deliver every pass. Both can 
throw the touch pass, the quick out and the 
bomb with accuracy. And both have the abil- 
ity to escape from trouble, speed and quick- 
ness to be good scramble quarterbacks. 

With Shawn Draper moving from tight 
end to defensive end, the Tide was under- 
manned at tight end. Senior walk-on Rhett 
Crutchfield stayed ahead of redshirt fresh- 
man Joe Yount throughout the spring. Just 
as there have been whispers about Watts at 
quarterback, Terry Jones, Jr. is frequently 
mentioned as an incoming freshman who 
will have an opportunity for early playing 
time at tight end. 

There is also hope that some signees can 
help the wide receiving corps. It is likely 
that Alabama will have more plays with 
three wide receivers than with two. Indeed, 
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there will be a number of plays with four 
wide receivers based on spring practice 
work. The elbow injury to Michael Vaughn 
left Bama short-handed this spring, but 
Vaughn (despite missing all last season fol- 
lowing back surgery) is a known commodi- 
ty. His absence may have given a couple of 
young players the opportunity to get some 
snaps. In any event, two of the biggest sur- 
prises of the spring were at wide receiver. 
Sophomore Tim Bowens had never been a 
factor in the depth chart, but had an excel- 
lent spring. And redshirt freshman Jason 
McAddley, who had a reputation as a sprint- 
er with only average hands, proved he prob- 
ably did not deserve that reputation. As a 
member of the scout team last fall, 
McAddley made a lot of tough catches. His 
problem was not always concentrating and, 
therefore, sometimes [lubbing the routine 
receptions. 

In any event, Bowens and McAddley joined 
upcoming senior Qunicy Jackson as the top 
receivers in the spring. Calvin Hall and 
Shamari Buchanan have experience and will 
be in the wide receiver mix this fall. But coach- 
es undoubtedly anticipate the arrival of the 
likes of Freddie Milons, Eric Locke and, per- 
haps, Reggie Myles, although Myles is more 
likely to end up in the secondary. It might be 
noted that cornerback Fernando Bryant got 
some work at wide receiver this spring, and 
possibly will be counted on for some plays on 
offense this fall. And DuBose has indicated 
that the three incoming skill players—Milons, 
Lock and Myles—will probably see early duty 
on both sides of the football, 

Running back is an interesting situation. 
Most Alabama work, even when in the shot- 
gun formation (which was frequently), was 
with just one back, the tailback. The full- 
back (and the only full-time fullback was 
sophomore Dustin McClintock) was used in 
the | formation in short yardage situations. 
There has been talk of using small, quick 
tailback Arvin Richard in the same backfield 
with all-star candidate tailback Shaun 
Alexander. And there has been talk of the 
fullback being used in the slot, something of 
an H-Back, a hybrid fullback/tight end. 
Additionally, roly-poly Montoya Madden 
had a good spring as a fullback and tailback. 

However, one has to believe if something 
happens to Alexander than both Richard 
and Madden would continue as role players, 
that one of two redshirt freshmen, Adam 
Cox (most likely) or Shaun Bohanon, would 
move up to first team. 

While the skill position players are very im- 
portant, DuBose has said time and again that 
the most important aspect of offensive play is 
the play of the offensive line. Following this 
years A-Day Game, Neil Callaway was on a 
call-in radio program. A caller said he was 
looking at Alabama’s two-deep on the offen- 
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sive line on the Internet. Callaway laughed 
and said, “That's impossible. We aren't two 
deep on the offensive line.” 

Bama may not be two-deep on the front, 
but the Tide is much farther along than at 
this time last year. 

All though the off-season there were sto- 
ries of how the coaching staff had to find a 
bigger, stronger center than Paul Hogan, 
who had started throughout 1997, Hogan 
proved in the off-season and in the spring 
that he is determined to hold onto his posi- 
tion. Brooks Brodie did not gain ground on 
Hogan, 

The Tide seems to have a good group of 
guard-types, but was short in the tackle 
corps in the spring, in part because Sage 
Spree missed that work with a pulled pec- 
toral muscle. Chris Samuels is a bona fide 
left tackle, and Michael Barfield proved to be 
a little better than expected as his back-up. 
However, coaches are hoping that junior 
college transfer Kenric Lott can come in and 
win the starting job at right tackle. That will 
enable Will Cuthbert, who was the only 
scholarshipped player at right tackle 
throughout spring training, to move to his 
natural position at guard. 


The right guard spot is reported as in bet- 
ter shape than left guard. Michael Moore 
and Griff Redmill had a spirited battle at left 
guard through most of the spring with 
Redmill, who had been on defense part of 
last fall, emerging as number one. There's 
more concern about left guard, where Jason 
McDonald stayed ahead of junior college 
transfer Todd Whitmore (who had actually 
been a defensive end before reporting to 
Bama [or the spring semester). 


espite the emphasis on the offense in 
D: following the final scrimmage, 

DuBose said, “I'm happy where we 
are defensively, | think we can be a good de- 
fensive football team. We've got to tackle 
better than we did (in the A-Day exhibition) 
and we've got to have more intensity.” 

Based on most spring work, Alabama will 
tackle better than it did on A-Day. Evidence 
throughout the spring is that this will be a 
good Crimson Tide defense, The biggest 
question concerns the scheme. Through 
most of the spring Alabama was in a basic 
alignment of three down linemen (two ends 
and a nose tackle), three linebackers 
(strongside, weakside and middle) and five 
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SHIPPING RIBS! 


John “Big Daddy” Bishop is proud to 
announce that you can now have our USDA 
inspected ribs sent right to your door. 


Rib Packages 
(shipped UPS 2nd Day Air) 
3 slabs $89.99 
5 slabs $124.99 
10 slabs $239.99 


Sauce Packages 


(Shipped UPS Ground) 


$34.00 
$67.00 
$98.00 


4 qts 
8 qts 
12 gts 


All packages include shipping. 
All rib packages include sauce and fresh Sunbeam bread. 
Overnight shipping available. 


Call 1-800-752-0544 


Visit our website at www.dreamlandbbq.com/ribs 


Spring practice, including the A-Day Game, pits teammate against teammate, as tight end Joe Yount 
(left) and defensive end ChrisHood (34) do battle in the trenches. Hood was perhaps the biggest sur- 
prise of the spring as he rebounded [rom a couple of years of mediocrity, while Yount is second at what 


appears to be a very weak position for Bama. 


defensive backs (two cornerbacks, a strong 
safety, a weak safety and a nickel back). 
However, that formation could transform 
into numerous configurations, most likely 
either a 3-4 or a 4-3. And while Coordinator 
Ellis Johnson has said he will have a defense 
that fits the personnel, pointing out that na- 
tional championship teams have been in all 
sorts of schemes but with excellent players, 
the feeling is that Bama would really like the 
3-4 to be its base scheme. 

And it may be that the most important in- 
coming player this fall will be a man who 
can play the “jack” position, which is either 
an outside linebacker or a defensive end, 
which would allow Bama to move freely 
from 3-4 to 4-3 depending on the offensive 
set. That eagerly-anticipated addition to the 
defense is junior college signee Canary 
Knight. Meanwhile, the jack position in the 
spring was manned primarily by Steve 
Harris, who has been a linebacker and end 
in the past, and former middle linebacker 
Chris Edwards. 

The defensive front also expects to get 
help in the fall from junior college addi- 
tions, notably Cornelius Griffin and Mario 
Monds, but the performance of the men al- 
ready on hand was pretty good in the 
spring. Chris Hood, who had been some- 
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what lethargic the past couple of seasons, 
was perhaps the biggest surprise of the 
spring as he held off a challenge from anoth- 
er pleasant surprise, soph Shawn Draper, 
who moved from tight end. The other end 
also had an excellent battle with Clint 
Waggoner perhaps taking advantage of a 
somewhat disappointing spring by Kenny 
Smith to make that competition closer than 
it should be. Shaun Williams also showed 
flashes of ability to help. 

With only one tackle position available in 
the current set-up, there was very good 
competition among a handful of able per- 
formers. Jamie Carter had the best practices 
he has had since coming to Alabama, al- 
though he missed a few workouts with a 
back problem. Carlos Stennis was the spark- 
plug of the spring. Sam Matthews, who 
many expected to move to offensive line, 
had a good spring when he was healthy, but 
missed some work with injuries. 

Middle linebacker is not a problem, at 
least not insofar as the starter is concerned. 
Travis Carroll is an old-time football player, 
except that he’s bigger and stronger and 
faster than those legendary middle lineback- 
ers. But he does have that mentality and was 
the clear leader of the defense even though 
he’s just a sophomore. Although Tito Smith 


backs him up, Granison Wagstaff had his 
best practices ever. 

Trevis Smith is an adequate weakside 
linebacker and Eddie Hunter did better than 
he has done as Smith’s back-up. Steve 
Stanley stayed ahead of Chris Horne (who 
might be able to move to a defensive back 
spot if some linebacker help is forthcoming 
in the fall) at strongside linebacker, but 
those spots are not as strong as the others in 
the defensive front. 

Fernando Bryant didn’t have a lot of work 
at left cornerback in the spring because of a 
broken jaw that kept him out of the first hal 
f of work and a promise from DuBose to let 
him try his hand at wide receiver in the sec- 
ond half. Still, he'll be an all-star candidate 
there as a senior, his fourth year as a starter. 
Michael Feagin held off the spirited redshirt 
freshman Chris Reier for the back-up spot. 
Both Antoine Hunter and Kecalf Bailey were 
much improved at right cornerback. Owen 
Winston might end up at right corner, too, if 
Alabama plays with a four-man secondary. 

The safety spots are very strong, Kelvin 
Sigler (last year's starter at free safety), walk- 
on headhunter Marcus Spencer, Tony Dixon 
and Warren Foust are all quality men at the 
safety positions. 

One important aspect of the secondary is 
the intelligence of the group. 


uBose said one area that was disap- 

pointing to him in the scrimmage 

was the kicking game. “We've got to 
kick the football better, and I thought we 
would,” he said. He said he was particularly 
disappointed in the protection for place- 
kickers. But he reiterated his support for the 
overall special teams progress that has been 
made with Rouzie in charge of that area of 
the game. 

There are parts of the kicking game that 
are not of concern. Brooks Brodie did a good 
job as snapper last year and he’s back. He 
has a new holder, and Chris Reier has 
proved very adept at that job. Punter Daniel 
Pope was good last year and had a very good 
spring. Arvin Richard and Fernando Bryant 
are proven kick return men. 

A.J. Diaz and Chris Kemp both had some 
success during the spring on extra point and 
field goal kicks, but both also had their poor 
days. Diaz has a stronger leg, but frequently 
was misaligned, pulling his left-footed boots 
to the right. Kemp’s leg was noticeably 
weaker than that of Diaz. Diaz was far and 
away the top man on kickoffs. Ryan 
Pflugner, who appeared to be an adequate 
place-kicker last year, will re-join the battle 
in the fall after having missed spring work 
because of surgery. And a couple of strong 
walk-ons may be in the picture in August. A 
“lowlight” of the spring was so many field 
goal and extra point attempts being blocked. 
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Sometimes it was because of a poor kick and 
sometimes because protection broke down. 
and that area must be high priority in 
August, 

Must of the rest of the kicking game, par- 
ticularly the coverage teams, have to wait 
until more bodies report in the fall. 


ontoya Madden was selected Dixie 
Meese Award winner and defen- 

sive end Shawn Draper was named 
winner of the Dwight Stephenson Most 
Outstanding Lineman Award as Alabama 
concluded spring football practice with a 
scrimmage at Bryant-Denny Stadium that 
passed for the annual A-Day Game. 

Only a few thousand fans braved terrible 
weather to watch the scrimmage, which fea- 
tured a number of big offensive plays. The 
official final score was 65-24 in favor of the 
offense, but it was a convoluted scoring sys- 
tem and the offense also had the advantage 
of defensive activity being limited, For in- 
stance, there were no blitzes in the scrim- 
mage. 

Madden earned the award with only seven 
rushes for 43 yards, However, his seven runs 
included the only three rushing touchdowns 
of the scrimmage.Draper was eredited with 
only one primary tackle and part of a quar- 
terback sack, but he also had a fumble re- 
covery and knocked down a pass and was 


generally visible on the Alabama defense. 

The Tide head coach said he thought the 
final scrimmage “might have been one of 
our better practices offensively.” He admit- 
ted that the defense may have been slowed a 
bit by pre-season decisions, including the 
decision to remind defensive players to “use 
some common sense” in tackling the quar- 
terbacks. DuBose said that directive may 
have taken away a little bit from the intensi- 
ty of the defense. Still, he said, he thought 
the offense “accepted the challenge.” 

While the defense was limited in what it 
could do in the scrimmage, DuBose said to a 
lesser extent the offense was, too, He said 
the Tide has 75-80 per cent of the offense in. 
One area offensively where the team did not 
make enough progress, he said, was in the 
screen pass, “We have got to be able to run 
the screens,” DuBose said. “It's a tremendous 
advantage in college football for offensively 
linemen to go downfield on screen passes. 
I've always thought if that was allowed in 
the NFL that pro teams would run a screen 
pass about every other play.” 

In the final scrimmage, Phillips completed 
eight of 14 passes for 145 yards and one 
touchdown, while Zow as good on nine of 
20 attempts for 132 yards and one touch- 
down, There were no interceptions in the 
scrimmage. Phillips, who was sacked three 
times, had nine rushes for 26 yards, while 


Zow, who was sacked only once, had four 
rushes for five yards. 

DuBose positioned himself behind the 
quarterbacks throughout the exhibition, just 
as he does in a normal scrimmage. He said 
from his viewpoint “most quarterback reads 
and throws were good, and we had some 
good catches, too. | thought Arvin Richard 
was impressive.” 

Quincy Jackson was the top receiver with 
four catches for 81 yards, Cornerback 
Fernando Bryant, playing only on offense in 
the A-Day action, had just two catches, but 
they were good for 78 yards, including a 42- 
yard touchdown reception from Zow. 
Shamari Buchanan had three catches for 46 
yards, including a nice snare of a short 
Phillips pass for a touchdown. 

Arvin Richard was the game’s top rusher 
with 11 carries for 81 yards, including the 
long run of the day, a 41-yarder. 

Much of the scoring in the game came 
from the special rules included in the game, 
whereby the defense could get points for 
stopping the offense and the offense could 
get points by making big plays and first 
downs. In the traditional scoring, there were 
five touchdowns and big plays involved in 
all of them. On the first touchdown drive, a 
seven-play, 90-yard march directed by 
Phillips, Bama got a 14-yard run from Shaun 
Alexander to get out of the hole and passes 


Guess At An Alabama Spring Football Depth Chart 


Here is a guess at the Alabama depth chart following the completion of spring football practice. Because Alabama worked out of various offen- 
sive sets involving one or two running backs, one or zero tight ends and two to four wide receivers, there are 12 positions listed on offense. 
And because Bama worked out of a 3-3 defense that sometimes included a seventh up-front player (jack) and sometimes did not, the defense 
shows 12 positions, including five defensive backs. This depth chart does not include signees who will begin participation in August, at which 
time some are likely to be in the playing rotation, Nor does it include those being held out of spring work or limited in the amount of work 
they can do, including returning defensive starting right end Reggie Grimes and flanker Michael Vaughn, who was injured early in spring 
drills. It shows Fernando Bryant only as a cornerback, although he will be involved to a limited extent as a wide receiver in the fall. 


OFFENSE 


DEFENSE 


Left End—Chris Hood, Shawn Draper 


Split End-Shamari Buchanan, Jason McAddley 
Left Tackle-Chris Samuels, Michael Barfield 
Left Guard—Michael Moore, Todd Whitmore 
Center—Paul Hogan, Brooks Brodie, Ty Babcock 
Right Guard-Griff Redmill, Jason McDonald 
Right Tackle—Will Cuthbert, Chris Ray 
Tight End—Rhett Crutchfield, Joe Yount 
Quarterback—John David Phillips, Andrew Zow 
Tailback—Shaun Alexander, Arvin Richard, Adam Cox. 
Shaun Bohanon 
Fullback—Dustin McClintock, Montoya Madden 
Slot-Quiney Jackson, Tim Bowens 
Flanker—Calvin Hall, Wes Allen 


Nose Tackle—Carlos Stennis, Jamie Carter, Sam Matthews, 
Kelvis White, Rob-E Staten 
Right End—Kenny Smith, Clint Waggoner, Shaun Williams 
Jack—Steve Harris, Chris Edwards 
Surongside Linebacker—Steve Stanley, Chris Horne 
Middle Linebacker—Travis Carroll, Tito Smith, 
Granison Wagstaff 
Weakside Linebacker—Trevis Smith, Eddie Hunter 
Left Cornerback—Fernando Bryant, Michael Feagin, Chris Reier 
Right Cornerback—Antoine Hunter, Kecalf Bailey, Chad McGehee 
Strong Safety-Marcus Spencer, Tony Dixon 
Nickel-Warren Foust, Owen Winston 
Safety—Kelvin Sigler, Jason Jones, John Fielding 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Placekicker—A.J, Diaz, Jason Kemp, Brian Cunningham, Chad Barron 
Holder: Chris Reier 
Punt Returns: Arvin Richard, Chris Reier 


Punter—Daniel Pope, Patrick Morgan 

Snapper: Brooks Brodie, Kenny Smith 

Kickoff Returns; Arvin Richard and Fernando Bryant 
INJURED AND NOT PARTICIPATING 

Flanker—Michael Vaughn 

Right Offensive Tackle—Sage Spree 

Placekicker—Ryan Pflugner 


Right Defensive End—Reggie Grimes 
Right Cornerback—-Thomas Hill 
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of 22 yards to Jackson and a 36-yarder to 
Buchanan to the five-yard line to set up 
Madden’ first score from the one. 

Madden had the big run, 27 yards, to set 
up his two-yard touchdown run on a seven- 
play, 58-yard drive directed by Zow. 

Phillips had a 19-yard pass to Jackson lo 
help a 10-play, 65-yard drive that ended 


——— ee 


with Madden going in from four yards out. 

Richard had a 41-yard run on a draw play 
that was the big gainer in a six-play, 70-yard 
march that ended with Phillips hitting 
Buchanan on a four-yard touchdown pass. 
The final score and the play that ended the 
scrimmage was a 36-yard pass [rom Zow to 
Bryant, 


Strong safety Marcus Spencer was the 
leading tackler with eight, followed by 
linebacker Travis Carroll with six, 

It may be that the best thing about the 
scrimmage, which was cut short by about 
30 minutes because of the threat of more 
bad weather, is that no player suffered an 
injury. 


There Is One Major Problem Regarding Legion Field 


reporter predicted, “Don’t be surprised to 

see Alabama use any loophole it can to get 
out of playing in Legion Field.” To an out- 
sider and 99.9 per cent of thase close to the 
situation, it is perfectly logical that The 
University would void the contract with 
Birmingham and move those games to 
Tuscaloosa. Unfortunately, Alabama Athletics 
Director Bob Bockrath, who has generally 
done the popular thing in such major issues 
as hiring football and basketball coaches, 
can't get itright on Birmingham. No loophole 
is needed for Alabama to get out of Legion 
Field. Bockrath’s declarations notwithstand- 
ing, there have been several violations of the 
ill-advised contract former Athletics Director 
Hootie Ingram signed whereby Bama plays 
three games per year in Legion Field through 
the 2001 season. 

Now because of the potential danger of 
putting thousands of people (including the 
football teams that have dressing rooms 
under the crumbling North stands) in unsale 
Legion Field in Birmingham, it would seem 
Bockrath would have moved quickly to take 
Alabama's three 1998 [votball games out of 
Birmingham and move them to Tuscaloosa, 
where Bryant-Denny Stadium (83,266) is 
now not only a much nicer stadium than 
Legion Field (83,091), but also a bigger one 
and one that meets the requirements of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act. 

Bockrath, who at one time wanted to trade 
one Auburn and two Tennessee games being 
played in Tuscaloosa in exchange for 
Alabama making another eight years of foot- 
ball appearances in Birmingham before pub- 
lic sentiment overwhelmed that hare-brained 
idea, has gone partway towards good sense 
by issuing an ultimatum to Birmingham: If 
the stadium is not declared safe by August 1, 
Alabama will move this year’s games to 
Tuscaloosa. 

The situation is that engineers have discov- 
ered that Legion Field is crumbling, that con- 
crete and steel are not up to standard. This 
didn’t just happen. Three years ago a piece of 
concrete fell and hit someone. Last year the 
Birmingham Park and Recreation Board spent 
thousands of dollars to drape steel mesh 
under parts of the stadium where concrete 
might fall and injure someone. However, the 
problem was not make public or known to 
The University (Legion Field's primary ten- 
ant) until this spring. 

Birmingham has promised to spend $2.3 


if is understandable that a Knoxville sports 


10 


million to fix the problems. lt was said if 
work got started by May ! it would be com- 
pleted by August 1, Or at least that’s what 
Birmingham's mayor said. An engineer and a 
city attorney in Birmingham said that 
couldn't be guaranteed. But Bockrath says he 
has been assured by Birmingham Mayor 
Richard Arrington it will happen. 

Most people would make this bet: The sta- 
dium won't be declared safe by engineers by 
August 1, but assurances will be made that it 
will be safe in plenty of time for the Tide's 
first game in Birmingham on September 12, 
and Alabama, which by August | would al- 
ready face a nightmare in trying to switch 
tickets, will play its games in Birmigham. 
However, it is our belief that if Legion Field 
has not been declared absolutely sale by 
August | that Bob Bockrath will prove he is a 
man of his word and immediately terminate 
the contract for Alabama games in 
Birmingham this fall. 

Meanwhile, fans (who apparently matter 
not at all in such matters) of both teams will 
have to make plans without knowing if the 
games will be in Birmingham, Those plans 
for some include non-refundable hotel reser- 
vations, two days minimum, Think about the 
chaos in Alabama's ticket office. (One 
Alabama ticket office insider said, “We have a 
plan, But it won't work.") 

Its hard to imagine that Bockrath (whose 
nickname in the Birmingham mayor's office is 
“Easy Pickings”) came to this decision by 
himself. This has the mark of the 
Birmingham-heavy Board of Trustees, which 
would need the stadium fixed up for its other 
tenant, Alabama-Birmingham, and its hun- 
dreds of fans. Bockrath, who has a degree in 
education and a master’s degree in secondary 


1998 Alabama Football Schedule 


DATE OPPONENT SITE SERIES RECORD 
Sept. 5 Brigham Young Tuscaloosa First Meeting 

Sept. 12 Vanderbilt Birmingham Bama leads 52-19-4 
Sept. 19 Open 

Sept. 26 Arkansas Fayetteville Bama leads 5-3-0 
Oct. 3 Florida Tuscaloosa Bama leads 17-11-0 
Oct. 10 Ole Miss Tuscaloosa Bama leads 36-7-2 
Dek, Le East Carolina Birmingham First Meeting 

Oct. 24 Tennessee Knoxville Bama leads 42-31-7 
Oct. 31 Southern Miss Tuscaloosa Bama leads 27-5-2 
Nov. 7 LSU Baton Rouge Bama leads 40-16-5 
Noy. 14 Mississippi State Starkville Bama leads 65-14-3 
Noy. 21 Auburn Birmingham Bama leads 35-26-1 


education, frequently discusses the finer 
points of contract law and assures everyone 
Alabama “will not breach the contract” with 
Birmingham, There is a big difference in 
breaching a contract, which Birmingham has 
done, and in voiding a contract because of 
breach, which The University seemingly 
could do, Is there some undisclosed reason 
for The University’s continuing appeasement 
of the City of Birmingham? 

Meanwhile, overwhelming sentiment 
among the thousands of Alabama football fol- 
lowers is to move all games to Tuscaloosa. 
Once upon a time Tuscaloosa was a small 
town, hard to get to. That is no longer the 
case, Access to Tuscaloosa is as easy as it is to 
Birmingham and Tuscaloosa has the neces- 
sary hotels, restaurants and gathering places 
to handle the crush of a football weekend. 

Although it is not the most important rea- 
son for moving the games from Birmingham 
to Tuscaloosa, an additional advantage would 
mean that football prospects would have two 
more opportunities to make unofficial visits 
to Alabama games. This upcoming recruiting 
season has been deemed critical by Head 
Coach Mike DuBose, and it’s likely he'd like 
to have those two more chances to have his 
coaches visit with prospects. 

In the event of the worst nightmare imag- 
ineable, those in the decision-making process 
may have enough insurance to survive, but 
hopefully would not have enough con- 
science, 

Meanwhile, where do you want to sit in 
Legion Field this year? In the upper deck? 
Under it? In the North end zone seats? 
Members of the Board of Trustees and the 
president and the athletics director and their 
families won't be there. —Kirk McNair 
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Brooks Brodie: 


Taking Advantage Of Second Chance 


by Kirk McNair 


Advice from Neil Callaway helped former Georgia prep star end up as Alabama player 


o far, so good insofar as what is good 
S about a snapper, who is ordinarily no- 

ticed only when he is bad. Brooks 
Brodie is an upcoming senior center for the 
Alabama football team, but thus far his pri- 
mary contribution to the Crimson Tide has 
been as the Bama snapper on both punts 
and place-kicks, And as he’s well aware, 
about the only time anyone mentions the 
snapper is when a snap goes awry. 

Brodie, 6-3, 275, is also Alabama's back-up 
center, to sophomore Paul Hogan. Indeed, 
Brodie had one start last year when Hogan 
landed in Coach Mike DuBose’s doghouse. 
But Brodie’s primary claim to fame is mak- 
ing nothing but good snaps last year. 
Alabama's kicking game (like most aspects 
of Crimson Tide football in a 4-7 season) 
was quite poor in 1997, but it didn’t include 
a bad snap. This year Brodie is likely to be 
working with the same punter, Daniel Pope, 
but a new holder, Chris Reier. And it's not 
yet known if he'll be snapping to Reier hold- 
ing for a left-footed kicker or a right-footed 
kicker, since both are competing for that 
job. The holder for the past four years, 
Lance Tucker, has graduated. Brodie and 
Reier did make it through spring training 
without a misfire. 

Brodie said the snapper and holder “are 
sort of like a team within a team. Chris did a 
good job this spring. All of us on special 
teams realize the importance of that part of 
the game. A place-kick or a punt can win or 
lose a football game. You can have very big 
plays in the kicking game.” 

Snapping is not new to Brodie. He has 
been a center throughout his football career 
and he has also always been his team’s snap- 
per on both punts and place-kicks. “It's kind 
of my ace in the hole,” he said. “I feel like if 
I keep working at it 1 might have a chance 
to play at a next level.” 

Meanwhile, his goal at Alabama is “to help 
out any way | can.” 
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rodie considers himself to have been 
Be= a “second chance” by Alabama. 

Following his senior year at Tift 
County High School in Tifton, Georgia, 
Brodie earned virtually every honor possible. 
He had been all-state in both his junior and 
senior seasons and following that senior sea- 
son was selected for the Georgia-Florida All- 
Star Game and as a prep All-America. He 
was also ranked as one of the nation’s top 
prospects. 

Home-state university Georgia won the re- 
cruiting battle for Brodie. He was redshirted 
in 1994, then saw limited playing time for 
the Bulldogs as a redshirt freshman in 1995. 
He wasn't dressed out, but was in the stands, 
when Bama shut out Georgia, 31-0, in 
Athens in 1995, 

That loss to Bama was one of the nails in 
the coaching coffin of Ray Goff, and that 
had a big effect on the career of Brodie. 

“Coach Goff and Coach (Wayne) 
McDuffie had recruited me for Georgia and I 
was playing under Coach McDuffie,” Brodie 
said. “At the end of the year Coach Goff got 
fired. 1 was having grade problems, my f[a- 
ther had undergone surgery for prostate can- 
cer, and then Coach McDuffie committed 
suicide. My life was in shambles and I decid- 
ed the University of Georgia wasn’t the place 
for me. [ needed a change.” 

Brodie’s father, Gene, was a longtime suc- 
cessful high school football coach, including 
being Brooks’ head coach at Tift County. 
Earlier in his career he had been an assistant 
coach at Central High School in Macon. One 
of the star players on that team was Neil 
Callaway, who would go on to play at 
Alabama. 

Coach Brodie, who has since retired, 
called Callaway, then the assistant head 
coach at Houston, for advice. Callaway sug- 
gested Hinds Junior College in Jackson, 
Mississippi, and Hinds provided Brodie a 
scholarship, even though he would have 


only one year of junior college football eligi- 
bility. 

“Being at Hinds was the best time of my 
life,” Brodie said. “There was no pressure, it 
was a nice community that supported us, it 
was a good school, and we had a good 
team.” That team went 11-0 and won the 
conference championship. Brodie was 
named first team all-conference and second 
team all-state. In the meantime, Callaway 
had moved on to Alabama as offensive line 
coach. And when Brodie was graduated from 
Hinds, he decided to follow Callaway to 
Tuscaloosa, arriving in time for August 
drills. He had two years of eligibility and no 
scholarship. 

“Coach Callaway was the main reason | 
came to Alabama,” Brodie said. “Of course, | 
knew there was a lack of depth at center and 
1 figured | might be able to get some playing 
time. But Coach Callaway was honest with 
me. He said it wasn't going to be easy, but he 
also said that Alabama was thin in the offen- 
sive line. I knew I was going to have to fight 
for the right to play, that nothing would be 
given to me. That's always going to be true.” 

Brodie came in as the number three center, 
behind Hogan and Matt Harrison, but he 
quickly moved into the back-up role. 

“| just wanted to play,” Brodie said of his 
first year at Alabama. “I wanted to be able to 
contribute any way I could. I’m pretty 
thankful for anything | can get. | guess that’s 
the way you feel after you've lost what you 
had. My goal now is to help the team,” 


todie saw action in every Crimson 
B=: game last year, but was usually 
limited to a dozen or so plays at cen- 
ter, the rest as snapper. Imagine his surprise 
about 30 minutes before the kickoff of the 
Mississippi State game, Bama’s 10th of the 
year, when Brodie learned he would be start- 
ing. 
However, the change at center was hardly 
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noticed because that was the day quarter- 
back Freddie Kitchens missed the team bus 
from the hotel to Bryant-Denny Stadium, 
giving Lance Tucker the starting spot at 
quarterback. 

“It was kind of hard to get mentally pre- 
pared to start,” Brodie admitted. “The sec- 
ond team center didn’t get that many reps in 
practice, so it was difficult to have to step in 
and perform on short notice.” 

However, Brodie said, “It went okay. It 
wasn’t as bad as I was afraid it might be. The 
two senior starters on the offensive line, 
Will Friend and Bubba Ray, gave me a lot of 
encouragement, and that helped. It helped 
me realize, too, that a back-up is only a 
sprained ankle away from playing.” 

When Brodie began learning Alabama's 
new controlled passing game offense this 
spring, it was the fifth college offensive 
scheme he had had to learn in as many 
years. Georgia changed after his first year 
with the Bulldogs, then he went to the 
winged T at Hinds, and he’s had two offens- 
es at Alabama. “It's not new to me to have to 
learn a new offense and learn one quickly,” 
Brodie said. 

He said the one regret about the change in 
offense this spring is he thinks his work on 
fundamentals and technique may suffer as 
he concentrates on the schemes. But he has 
no qualms about the change. “What the 
coaches think is what is best,” he said. “You 
don’t question that. Your job as a player is to 
perform to the best of your ability.” 

To that end, he will stay in Tuscaloosa 
throughout the summer, working out with 
teammates. One of those teammates, his 
roommate, is a former competitor. Junior col- 
lege transfer Todd Whitmore was a defensive 
lineman at East Mississippi Junior College 
and played against Brodie in 1996, “He was 
an end,” Brodie said. “I never noticed him. 
We might have been in a pile-up together.” 

Thus far, the hardest thing about being a 
football player at Alabama has been last 
year’s record. “I don’t think we realized what 
was happening until after the Tennessee 
game,” Brodie said. “We kept thinking we 
were going to get it turned around. Anytime 
you play football you’re going to have ups 
and downs as a player and as a team, but 
you don’t expect a team that has been the 
power that Alabama has always been to have 
a slump. I think every player on this team is 
doing everything he can to change it back.” 

Brodie knows he has one more year of col- 
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Brooks Brodie started his college career at Georgia following a sensational high school career and is 
now a member of the Alabama football team, where he is the snapper for both punts and place-kicks 


and the back-up center. 


lege football. After that, he can only hope 
for a continued playing career. But he in- 
tends to stay involved in football. He will re- 
ceive his degree in physical education and 
then earn a teaching certificate with the plan 
of being a football coach, either at the high 
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school or college level. Brooks got a little 
extra motivation to get his degree when he 
helped his father with a project, building a 
2,600-square foot log cabin. “That construc- 
tion work will make you want to earn your 
degree,” Brooks said. 
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Shawn Draper: 


Successfully Moving To Defense 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Sophomore would rather 
deliver lick than get one 


hawn Draper has experience blocking 

people and tackling people, and he has 

determined that in football, “It is bet- 
ter to give than to receive.” Therefore, in- 
stead of playing tight end as he did last year, 
the former two-way performer at Butler 
High School in Huntsville will now line up 
for the Crimson Tide at defensive end. 

If Alabama goes to a more pass-oriented 
offense as speculated, the Tide at times may 
have less need for a true tight end with pre- 
dominately run-blocking responsibilities. 
“You can play without a tight end a lot easi- 
er than you can without a defensive end,” 


” he 
| eile 


stated head coach Mike DuBose. “I think 
Shawn can be a difference-maker at defen- 
sive end.” 

At Butler Draper played middle linebacker 
(108 tackles, five sacks), fullback (10 touch- 
downs) and tight end (18 receptions for 
500-plus yards). It was his defensive 
prowess, however, that earned him honor- 
able mention 6A all-state and designation as 
the 14th rated player in Alabama by the 
Tuscaloosa News. 

As a true freshman last year Draper played 
tight end behind Rod Rutledge. He played in 
every game except Vanderbilt and Kentucky, 
the amount of action in each contest de- 
pending upon whether the Tide was operat- 
ing with two tight ends or one. In the first 
game of the year, against Houston, Draper 
dropped the only ball thrown to him all sea- 
son. 

“All | was thinking about was scoring,” 
stated Draper. “I was about 20 yards from 
the end zone and the one or two defensive 


backs in the area were not even close to me. 
| just dropped the ball.” Although Draper 
said that he learned a lot as an understudy 
to Rutledge, he is happy about the move to 
the other side of the ball. 

“The coaches and I talked about it, but it 
was mainly my decision,” said Draper. “It 
was something that I wanted to do. I didn’t 
want to play strictly offense. 1 was mainly a 
defensive player in high school and I sort of 
missed it. Last year I couldn't really get used 
to playing offense. I feel more comfortable 
on defense. 1 prefer tackling to blocking. 
Once you get off the block you get a chance 
to hit somebody. I'd rather give out a lick 
than take a lick.” 

Having never played defensive end before, 
Draper spent the spring learning how to 
play the position. “It's a totally new position 
to him so I think the transition is going 
about as smooth as can be expected,” said 
Jackie Shipp, Alabama’s new defensive line 
coach. 
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Shawn Draper was considered the likely successor to Rod Rutledge at tight end following his freshman season, but instead the upcoming sophomore is mak- 
ing the shift to defensive end under new Alabama Defensive Line Coach Jackie Shipp. Draper was a star defensive player in high school, but it was as a mid- 
dle linebacker and he’s having to make adjustments to being a defensive lineman. 
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The upcoming sophomore acknowledged 
that the adjustment will take time. “Right 
now the hardest thing is getting used to 
being down on the ball and playing out of a 
three-point stance,” said Draper, whose pre- 
vious defensive work as a middle linebacker 
had him in a stand-up position. “I also have 
to understand my pressure points and learn 
to read the offensive linemen's feet in order 
to know where the play is going so | can 
(make my initial) step left or right. I've also 
got to learn to shoot my hands on an offen- 
sive lineman in order to come off a block.” 

Shipp said that Draper, at 6-4 and 275- 
pounds with a 315-pound bench press, +70- 
pound squat and a 4.9 time in the 40-yard 
dash, possesses the tools to do the job but 
just lacks experience. “We've only had 
spring practice, so it’s hard to evaluate,” 
Shipp said. “But he’s been blessed with good 
size, good talent, he’s smart, hard-working, 
has a good attitude and he’s in good shape. 
He has the ability to play the position. 
Under the circumstances he’s making good 
progress. He's going Lo get better. Potentially 
he should have a great future ahead of him.” 

Having said all that, when asked the areas 
that Draper needs to improve, Shipp shot 
back, “every aspect of the game. He has to 
learn to play the position.” 


raper said that what has helped him 
D: far is his understanding of the 

game and his quickness. “Moving 
over from offense | think I’ve been able to 
pick things up pretty quickly,” he said. “I 
think it also helps that I'm pretty quick off 
the ball.” 

In the Alabama scheme of things, accord- 
ing to Shipp and Draper, there really isn’t an 
awful lot of difference between left and right 
defensive end, defensive end and tackle or 
in the responsibilities of those positions in 
the 4-3 defense as opposed to the 3-4 de- 
fense. Both the coach and the player said 
that, generally speaking, the main responsi- 
bilities are to defend against the run and 
rush the passer in that order. More specifi- 
cally Shipp said that the positions have gap 
responsibilities, meaning that depending 
upon the offensive and defensive alignments 
the defensive player has to make plays be- 
tween the center and guard (A-gap), be- 
tween the guard and tackle (B-gap) and be- 
tween the tackle and sideline (C-gap). 
“Mostly it will be B or C responsibilities,” 
Shipp said 

In the mix for those positions are Draper, 
Jamie Carter, Sam Matthews, Chris Hood, 
Kenny Smith and Clint Waggoner. “They are 
a bunch of young guys and they are all com- 
peting for the positions,” said Shipp. “Those 
who learn to play the positions the best will 
play.” 

Draper spent the spring switching back 
and forth from end to tackle and from the 


MAY 98/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


left side of the line to the right side. Draper, 
acknowledging that Matthews (his room- 
mate) has been slowed by a knee injury, in- 
dicated that he felt his main competition 
will come from Carter, a 6-4, 320-pound ju- 
nior. 

Draper, who played basketball and base- 
ball at Butler, picked Alabama over Georgia 
Tech and Louisville. “It's just a great place to 
be,” he said. “There's the tradition, it’s close 
to home and my mother liked it. My whole 
family has always been Alabama fans, except 


for my uncle Freddie (Smith) who played 
for Auburn in the late 1970s.” 

Draper, who would like to one day coach 
if he can’t play professional football, said 
that his immediate goals is to start and help 
the Tide get back to playing Alabama [oot- 
ball. “Last year (4-7) gave us a reality 
check,” he stated. “This year will be a lot dif- 
ferent. I expect us to bounce back and be 
the Alabama team that everyone is used to 
seeing. At Alabama our goal is always to win 
the national championship.” 
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Roll with the Tide! 


Alabama Football 
1998 Away-Game Travel Packages 


Alabama ys. Arkansas 
Four-night Branson Show Package 
One-Day Charter from Birmingham for $295 per seat 


Alabama vs. Tennessee 
Knoxville Hyatt Downtown 
$195 per room, per night 


Alabama ys. LSU 
A weekend in New Orleans! 
Two- and Three-night air and land packages 


Tickets available for all games! 


For more information, 
please call Total Sports Travel toll-free at 


1-888-367-8781 


or visit our website at www.totalsportstravel.com 
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Arvin Richard: 
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The Smallest 
Tider Has 
A Big Chance 


by Kirk McNair 


Sophomore was spring 
standout as running back 


f Alabama's new offense included the 

position “Scatback,” Arvin Richard 

would be alone at the top of the depth 
chart there. As it is, the controlled passing 
game attack, the implementation of which 
was begun in spring training, has opened 
up big opportunities for Alabama's smallest 
football player. 

Prior to the start of spring drills, it was 
common knowledge and common sense 
that one of the nation’s best running backs, 
Shaun Alexander, would be Alabama's 
number one tailback. Just to make sure the 
assistant coaches didn’t foul that up again 
this year, Tide Head Coach Mike DuBose 
pronounced Alexander the starter. More- 
over, he deemed that Alabama would make 
sure Alexander got the football in his hands 
between 25 and 30 times per game this fall. 
With last year’s number one and number 
two tailbacks, Dennis Riddle and Curtis 
Alexander, having graduated, discussions 
about back-up tailbacks centered on a cou- 
ple of redshirt freshmen, Adam Cox and 
Shaun Bohanon. There was also mention of 
steady Montoya Madden, although most 
expected Madden to be shifted to fullback. 
About the only one who suggested sopho- 
more walk-on Arvin Richard as a possibility 

aici shanti thal RH: si was DuBose. 
_ <2 alia However, following Bama’s first scrim- 
ae, ‘ mage of the spring, Richard was the talk of 
ai the running game offense. Richard was eas- 
ily the top running back with six carries for 
135 yards, including a 33-yard touchdown 
scamper. Richard also had two receptions 
for 14 yards. 
It was following that scrimmage that 


Arvin Richard has made his contributions to 
Alabama football as a punt and kickoff return 
specialist, but this year hopes to be in the tail- 
back picture. Robert Sutton Photo 

17 


Arvin Richard finished spring training as the number two tailback, although he’s considered quite far 


behind the number one man, potential all-star Shaun Alexander. 


DuBose noted the new offense would bene- 
fit Richard. “I don’t think there’s any ques- 
tion about it,” DuBose said. “We're creating 
larger running and passing lanes and a little 
scatback like Arvin can have a field day.” 
Richard likes that scatback designation. 
“That's what I really consider myself be- 
cause of my size,” Richard said. And he ad- 
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mitted that the 5-7 listing on official Bama 
rosters is a little generous. “That's with my 
shoes on,” he said. “With my shoes off I'm 
5-6.” He carries 170 pounds of muscle on 
that five and a half foot frame. 

“lm a smaller version of a power back,” 
he said. Unfortunately, Alabama doesn’t 
play against teams with smaller versions of 


linebackers and defensive linemen, so 
Richard's goal is to avoid those defenders. 

As spring training came to a close, DuBose 
said, “Arvin is a little ahead of Adam (Cox) 
for number two tailback behind Shaun 
(Alexander). There are a lot of things we can 
do with Arvin in this offense both as a receiv- 
er and as a runner. He has a little more speed 
and quickness. Its important that guys like 
Arvin and Adam know their roles.” 

DuBose said, “I anticipate us using two 
tailbacks a good bit. Is possible that Shaun 
and Arvin would be on the field together 
with three wide receivers.” 

DuBose also said at the end of spring 
work that he thought Richard and corner- 
back Fernando Bryant, who also got work 
at wide receiver, “are two guys who excite 
me from a passing game standpoint.” 

Richard would qualify for the Optimist 
Club Award with his declaration that “It’s a 
tough job trying to beat out Shaun.” 


ichard was redshirted in 1996, al- 

though then-Head Coach Gene 

Stallings mentioned him as a possi- 
bility as a punt return man up through late 
in the season. However, Richard remained 
on the scout team. “I knew I was going to 
start out on the scout team, but I wanted to 
make sure Coach Stallings knew about 
me,” Richard said. “I worked hard to make 
sure he would notice me.” 

Richard got to dress for “six or seven” 
games that year, even though he was being 
redshirted. “I think Coach Stallings 
planned to play me, but as the season went 
along he didn’t want to waste a year,” 
Richard said. “He kept dressing me out, 
though, so I could get a feel for what it was 
like on game day.” 

Indeed, Arvin said his goal when he ar- 
rived at Alabama was to dress out for a 
game as a freshman. 

That familiarity may have helped Richard 
when he began playing last year, returning 
both kickoffs and punts. “I wasn’t ner- 
vous,” he said. “I felt very comfortable, 
even though it was exciting the first time I 
went out onto the field to return a kick. But 
we had practiced it so much I was relaxed, 
like 1 had been there before.” 

Over the past couple of years there were 
suggestions that Richard might be tried at 
wide receiver. He has good hands and his 
speed is adequate (he’s been timed at 4.5 
seconds in the 40-yard dash), but he said, 
“I didn’t want to change positions. I've al- 
ways been a running back, going back to 
Pee Wee Football, and I think that comes 
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naturally to me. The only other thing 1] 
want to be besides a running back is a kick 
returner on special teams.” 

Richard had always been his team’s kick- 
off and punt return man and expected to 
get a look at those jobs at Alabama. While 
he had a lew carries from the tailback posi- 
tion in his first season last year, it was pri- 
marily as the kickoff and punt return man 
that he earned his letter. He returned 23 
punts for 161 yards, a respectable 7.0 aver- 
age, with a long runback of 20 yards. He 
was second on the team (to Fernando 
Bryant) in kickoff returns with 14 for 192 
yards, a 20.9 average, with a long runback 
of 34 yards. As a tailback he had five car- 
ries for 10 yards. 

As many players, Richard doesn’t have 
any memory of a particularly successful 
play. He remembers the one that went bad. 
As Alabama was falling behind Ole Miss in 
the first half at Oxford, Richard dropped a 
punt that was recovered by the Rebels. “I 
just glanced up a second before catching 
the ball and I didn’t see anything but 
green,” Richard said. “There wasn't a player 
anywhere around me and I started thinking 
‘Touchdown!’ Then when I looked back for 
the ball, it had drifted away from me a little 
bit and it went though my hands. I'm sure | 
was trying to run with it before | caught it.” 
As it turned out, there were some other 
players around him. One Rebel fell on 
Richard, while another fell on the football. 
“The only good thing about that was that | 
learned something from it,” Richard said. “1 
always think L can get better, I'm never sal- 
istied.” It was the only punt he failed to 
field cleanly all year. 

Regardless of what happens in the tail- 
back race this season, Richard expects to be 
a major contributor as the return man for 
both kickoffs and punts. “I like being the 
return man and I'm comfortable with it,” he 
said. “My job on the return is to try to score 
and if 1 can’t score to get us the best field 
position possible. Sometimes that means 
making a fair catch or not even catching the 
ball at all. You have to know what you are 
going to do to give the offense the ball in 
the best possible position.” He noted that a 
kick return man has to always be ready. 
“But,” he said, “if you're a football player. 
you always have to have your mind in the 
game. You can’t ever relax.” 


ichard has a much better attitude 
about football following his second 
pring training. “I’m a lot more con- 


fident this year,” he said. “Last year we had 
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so many tailbacks in [ront of me that I real- 
ly wasn’t in the picture. I really felt more 
involved this spring.” 

Richard isn’t worried about his competi- 
uion. “I don't focus on other players,” he 
said. “1 focus on getting the job done. If 1 
do that I keep the coach happy and I'm 
happy. And I try not to make any mis- 
takes.” 

He also likes the new offense, one in 
which he can both run and hide. “It makes 
me feel better,” Richard said, “We can do 
just about anything. As much as we are pass- 
ing the ball now, the defense will have a ten- 
dency to back off, and that opens up the 
field, which really suits my game. | can kind 
of hide behind the line on the delay stuff. 
The (Alabama) defensive guys talk about 
how hard it is to find me on a draw play. I'm 
hard to see if I stay behind the blockers, and 
I feel thats an advantage. | can get lost be- 
hind the offensive line and before anyone 
knows it, I'm 20 yards downfield.” 

The upcoming sophomore thinks 
Alabama is going to be “pretty good” in 
1998. “The defense showed this spring they 
are going to be real good,” he said. “On of- 
fense, we want to work hard and score 
more points and we want to control the 
football and keep the defense off the field. 
It has to be a combination of evyeryone—ol- 
fense, defense, special teams—doing his 
best, working together and working hard to 
win,” 

Last year’s 4-7 record is never far from the 
minds of the players, Richard said, “We look 
back on last season and talk about it all the 
time,” he said, “We're determined not to let 
that kind of season happen again.” 


ssistant Coach Ivy Williams, who is 
A: charge of Bama’s running backs, 

and former Recruiting Coordinator 
Randy Ross are responsible for Richard 
walking on at Alabama. Richard was an all- 
state performer for Coach Buck Godfrey at 
Southwest DeKalb High School in Decatur, 
Georgia, in 1995. However, just because he 
was all-state after rushing for 1,577 yards 
and 22 touchdowns, didn’t change the fact 
that he was very small, and no Division | 
schools were offering scholarships, even 
though he was selected for the Georgia 
North-South All-Star Game, 

Williams and Ross went to see Richard 
play and later Richard was contacted about 
coming to Alabama without a scholarship. 
Richard admitted that not only did no 
Division 1 schools offer him scholarships, 


but also that Bama was the only Division 1 
program even to ask him to walk on. 

He agreed to enter Alabama and showed 
up in the fall of 1996 to move into Paty 
Hall, a student dormitory on campus. He 
remembered he had a childhood friend 
who was at Alabama and was able to con- 
tact Marcus Slay, who is also a small (5-8, 
150) cornerback walk-on from Dunwoody, 
Georgia. He also discovered he had played 
against a handful of Tiders, including wide 
receiver Shamari Buchanan from Atlanta 
Douglass, the top rival of Southwest 
DeKalb. 

“L wanted to see il 1 could do it,” Richard 
said, “I was confident 1 could play at this 
level. | had played in the toughest region in 
Georgia, and that included playing with 
and against a lot of guys who got scholar- 
ships to Division I schools. | figured if 1 
couldn't do it, | could always go to a small- 
er school. But I really didn’t think it would 
be a big difference. | expected the linemen 
and linebackers to be faster, and they are. 
The (defensive) backs 1 played against in 
high school were fast and the linemen and 
linebackers were big, so the only real differ- 
ence was the speed of the (defensive) line- 
men and linebackers. Size doesn't much 
matter. Once they get to about 250, they all 
feel the same falling on me. | try not to let 
them fall on me.” 

Richard was an honor roll student in high 
school, graduating with a 3.3 grade point 
average. He said his parents want him to do 
his best and to earn his degree and that all 
of his family and friends back in the 
Atlanta area are proud of him. Richard 
doesn’t have a lot of extras. His parents 
help him out financially and he is on a [i- 
nancial aid program. In the summer he'll 
get a parttime job and also take some class- 
es at his hometown DeKalb Community 
College, which is less expensive for his par- 
ents, but he'll be back in Tuscaloosa for the 
second semester of summer school in order 
to join his teammates in summer condi- 
tioning workouts. Richard saves a lot of 
money on gasoline and automobile repairs 
because he doesn't have a car; he makes his 
way around campus on a bicycle. One of 
his goals is to eventually be on scholarship 
at Alabama. 

“Who knows,” he said. “I may even get 
to play at the next level.” But he is plan- 
ning on earning his degree and anticipates 
a career in business alter his football days 
are over. 
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Mark Gottfried: 


PS = 
He Knows The Passion Of Bama 


by Kirk McNair 


Athletics Director Bob Bockrath picks former Tide player to be new basketball coach 


ark Gottfried was ready when 
the question came. The re- 
porter suggested that Gottfried 


could have waited another year or so 
and then gotten the head basketball 
coaching job at a basketball school. 
“Well,” Gottfried said, “as far as 'm 
concerned I did come to a basketball 
power, The University of Alabama. 
That's what it needs to be.” 

He said, “I don’t think there is any rea- 
son why the goal of this basketball pro- 
gram should be anything short of 
putting a national championship ring on 
your finger.” He said he would be 
searching for basketball players who had 
the same goal. “We are going to ap- 
proach each day like we want to stand 
on that top box,” he said. “1 have expe- 
rienced that once as an assistant coach 
in 1995, I's not easy, but we are com- 
mitted to making it reality here.” 

He said, “I want to win as much as 
anyone. | hate losing. But | am not 
going to win at any cost, When I retire | 
don't want to be known as just a good 
coach, because that would mean | had 
done a disservice, My job is to recruit 
character and to build character.” 

He said his background as the son of a 
coach instilled in him the belief that a 
coach has an impact on a player as a 
person. “We are going to win together 
and have fun together,” he said. “But we 
are going to help build them into the 
kind of productive citizens they need to 
become, That starts with getting a de- 
gree and it includes how they act on 
campus and in the classroom and in 
their attitude every day.” 

Gottfried, a former guard on the 
Alabama men’s basketball team who 
helped lead the Crimson Tide to the 
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1987 Southeastern Conference regular 
season and tournament championships, 
was announced March 25 as Bama’s new 
head coach. Gottfried said after the 
press conference that he could have held 
out longer and could probably have got- 
ten a job at another school making more 
money than the estimated $350,000 per 
year package he will receive, but that he 
wanted to coach at Alabama. (The exact 
details of the contract, including length, 
had not been worked out when 
Gottfried was announced as head coach, 
and he had still not signed a contract in 
mid-April.) 

Gottiried said, “Having played here 
and having put the jersey on, | think it 
means something a little bit different. 
There's a passion | think you develop 
when you have been in there and been 
in there late at night and shooting when 
no one else has been in there. I've seen 
that place (Coleman Coliseum) really 
rocking and that gets me excited. I don't 
know if that makes it any easier or any 
harder, but there is a different feeling 
about it, I do believe that when | go into 
a young man’s home to sell this univer- 
sity, Vl be selling the passion | know 
from wearing that jersey and from walk- 
ing across the quad and from living on 
campus.” 


ottfried, 34, had been the head 
G:= at Murray State in 

Kentucky since the spring of 
1995. Under his coaching direction, the 
Racers advanced to the NCAA tourna- 
ment the past two seasons, This year's 
Murray State team finished 29-4, both 
school and conference records for victo- 
ries, and included upsets over such 
heavyweights as Arkansas and Iowa 


State. His team won the Ohio Valley 
Conference championship each of his 
three years as head coach. He had a 
head coaching record of 68-24. 

“Obviously we are excited about hir- 
ing a coach of Mark Gottfried’s ability 
and close ties to the state of Alabama 
and University of Alabama basketball,” 
said Athletics Director Bob Bockrath, 
who served as a selection committee of 
one. “In a very short time he has proven 
himself to be an outstanding head bas- 
ketball coach and one of the brightest 
young coaching talents in the country. 
We are confident Mark can return ex- 
citement and enthusiasm to this pro- 
gram.” 

Gottfried, a native of Mobile and grad- 
uate of UMS Prep, lettered at Alabama in 
1985, 1986 and 1987 after transferring 
to Alabama from Oral Roberts, where he 
played as a freshman in 1983, He was a 
starter all three seasons he played for 
Coach Wimp Sanderson at Bama. He av- 
eraged 10.3 points his senior year and 
had a career high of 29 points. He was 
drafted by Detroit of the NBA in the sev- 
enth round of the draft, but elected in- 
stead to play for Athletes in Action, a 
team he would coach in 1990. 

Gottlried is still in the Alabama record 
book for three-point shooting. He had a 
school record best eight three-pointers 
against Vanderbilt in 1987. He has the 
second best one-game three-point per- 
centage record in school history from 
when he was good on six of seven 
against Mississippi State. also in 1987. 
His career record of 48.5 per cent three- 
point shooting is the Alabama career 
record for those with 100 or more at- 
tempts. 

His Alabama teammates included cur- 
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rent NBA stars Derrick McKey and 
Keith Askins and former NBA players 
Buck Johnson, Jim Farmer and Michael 
Ansley. 

He was graduated from Alabama in 
1987 with a degree in communications. 
He was Academic All-SEC and named 
the Paul Bryant Award winner as the 
student-athlete of the year at The 
University. 

He began his college coaching career 
at UCLA, where he was an assistant 
under Jim Harrick and where he re- 
ceived his master’s degree in 1991. In 
1995 UCLA won the national champi- 
onship, and the national championship 
is the goal Gottfried has set for 
Alabama. 

Gottfried, the son of South Alabama 
Athletics Director Joe Gottfried and the 
nephew of former Pittsburgh Head 
Football Coach Mike Gottfried, now a 
top analyst for ESPN, is married to the 
former Elizabeth Kozel of Birmingham, 
whom he met at Alabama. They have 
five children, four boys and a girl, the 
oldest a boy six. 

He is the 19th head basketball coach 
in Alabama history. 


ottfried made no secret of his 
G* to return as Bama’s head 

basketball coach. And since re- 
turning to Tuscaloosa, he has been busy 
preparing to return the Crimson Tide to 
its glory days. He said the first order of 
business would be recruiting, although 
he admitted that he probably would not 
attempt to sign another player this 
spring. He noted that it will be an excel- 
lent year for high school senior 
prospects in Alabama next year and it 
would take a special player to attract his 
recruiting interest this spring. He also 
was on the road watching an AAU group 
of 17-and-under players in practice. 

He was aware of the three early 
signees and also aware that if all three 
new signees reported, Alabama would 
be one over the NCAA limit of 13 schol- 
arshipped players since the Tide has 11 
players on scholarship who are eligible 
to return next year. “Those things tend 
to work themselves out,” Gottfried said. 

He had private meetings with each of 
the returning players, telling them what 
he expected of them. 
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Mark Gottfried finds himself in familiar surroundings as head basketball coach of his alma mater. 
Gottfried can remember big winning days from his playing career a decade ago and plans to restore the 


Crimson Tide to among the nation’s best teams. 


Gottfried quickly completed his 
coaching staff. 

He has had meetings with Bockrath 
concerning promotions plans for next 
year. He has even inspected the men’s 
basketball lockerroom, discovering the 
carpet had not been changed since his 
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playing days and recommending an up- 
grade of that area. 

In short, he has been the head basket- 
ball coach. 

Gottfried said, “This has been a dream 
for me. Many times I have hoped that 
one day maybe this would happen.” He 
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added, The University “is a special place 
to me because this is where I went and 
it is home. I was married downtown at 
the First Presbyterian Church. It is a lit- 
tle bit different than everywhere else in 
the country. We want to make the 
Alabama basketball program into a job 
that’s looked at around the country as 
an unbelievable basketball job. I believe 
it already is. Almost like a flower in the 
spring time, it just needs to blossom, 
and that's what we're going to do.” 

And he said, “Although this is my 
alma mater and a special place, I 
wouldn't have come here if The 
University of Alabama did not have a 
commitment to having a great pro- 
gram.” 

Gottfried said he was “very, very lucky 
throughout my post-college career in 


coaching to start at a program like 
UCLA for someone like Jim Harrick. | 
have been very fortunate at Murray State 
where they gave me a chance to become 
a head coach and have some success.” 
Gottfried has learned much of his 
coaching philosophy from all-time great 
John Wooden, the retired UCLA coach. 
Gottfried said, “One of the things I 
learned that is a hand-me-down from 
Coach Wooden through Coach Harrick 
is that you must have great balance in 
your program, meaning we'd like to 
score a third of the time from our break, 
a third of the time in our half court of- 
fense, and a third of the time in special 
situations—out-of-bounds, steals, things 
like that. Although we will be balanced. 
we are going to run. If the players have 
any desire to play an up-tempo game 


Gottfried Quickly Assembles Coaching Staff 


and put 85 or 90 points on the board, 
they will enjoy this. This will be our 
goal. Our intention is to play a fast. fun 
style of basketball. We're going to try to 
beat you down to the other end and get 
it up there. And my team gets to shoot 
all those jump shots that | never got to 
shoot for Wimp.” 

Murray State ranked third in the na- 
tion in rebounding and fifth in the na- 
tion in scoring last season. 

Gottfried said the goal of Alabama will 
be to get into the NCAA Tournament as 
quickly as possible. He said the secret to 
becoming a national power is to recruit 
top players. “Every aspect of your pro- 
gram begins with recruiting,” he said. 
After getting into the tournament, the 
goal becomes to advance and from that 
anything can happen,” 


college teammates to a national championship make up the 
Crimson Tide's new men's basketball coaching staff. 

Mark Gottfried, a guard on Alabama's 1987 Southeastern 
Conference champion team, has completed his coaching staff. 
Goutried introduced former Tide letterman Philip Pearson as one of 
his assistants at the press conference announcing Gottfried’s hiring on 
March 25. He has completed the filling of the other two vacancies by 
hiring Tom Kelsey and Robert “Rah-Rah” Scott. 

Both Pearson and Kelsey were Gottfried's assistant coaches al 
Murray State. Scott has been an assistant coach at Alabama- 
Birmingham since July of 1996. Pearson, Scott and Gottfried all 
played basketball at Alabama, though never together. 

“I am extremely excited about this staff,” said Gottfried, “In my 
opinion, it's one of the best staffs in the country. Each of these guys 
complements one another in their individual strengths. I'm confident 
in this staff because I've worked with Tom and Phillip and I've been a 
long-time admirer of the work Robert has done. And Robert adds a 
different dimension for us from a coaching perspective. He's got a 
great passion for coaching. 

“Both Tom and Robert will be a great resource for recruiting, Both 
will equally share in the recruiting responsibility. I'm excited about 
what both will bring to the University of Alabama.” 


Te former Alabama basketball players and a man who led his 


a key part on its 1986 NAIA national championship team, 
elsey was an assistant at Murray State for all three seasons 
Gottfried coached there. He has Alabama state ties as the 35 year old 
was head men’s basketball coach and athletics director at Faulkner 
University's Montgomery campus from 1989 through L994 and was 
named the NAIA District 27 Coach of the Year while there in 1992. 
While he was coach there, Faulkner made its first ever NAIA national 
tournament appearance and finished the 1992 season ranked 12th in 
the nation in the NAIA. Kelsey's coaching background includes being 
an assistant at David Lipscomb in 1994-95 and being head coach at 
both Brentwood Academy, 1987-88, and Franklin Road Academy, 
1988-89, two Nashville area high schools. 
Kelsey is the one man on staff who doesn’t have UofA ties, but he 
might perhaps be the most excited of the group to come to 
Tuscaloosa. When Gottfried was in town on March 25 officially ac- 


kK: a Chattanooga native, played at David Lipscomb and was 
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cepting the position at a press conference, he dropped by the equip- 
ment room where Tide Assistant Equipment Manager Lee Leonard 
provided him with a supply of Alabama basketball tee shirts and 
sweatclothes. Gottfried, upon returning to Murray, handed Kelsey a 
travel bag full of Alabama goods. 

“I was trying on my Alabama gear at 1 a.m. while my wife was 
asleep,” Kelsey told Birmingham Post-Herald Sportswriter Ray Melick. 


State, starting out as an administrative assistant in 1995 and 

working his way to full-time assistant coach this past season. 
The Montgomery native, who prepped at Jefferson Davis, received his 
degree in human performance from Alabama in 1993, While playing 
for Wimp Sanderson, the walk-on made four NCAA tournament ap- 
pearances, including two “Sweet 16” trips. His coaching career started 
at Arkansas-Little Rock under Sanderson where Pearson served as ad- 
ministrative assistant in 1994-95 before leaving for Gottfried’s staff at 
Murray State. 

“Both of us wanted to be back here,” Peason said. “Mark dreamed 
about this for years. It's our alma mater, and it’s home. It’s a place 
where we both [eel comfortable. 

“1 know what it means to put that Crimson Tide jersey on. It means the 
world to me to come back to help get this program back where it needs to 
be-competing for SEC championship and the national championship.” 


Pee" also coached for three seasons with Gottfried at Murray 


through 1980 for C.M. Newton and was an All-SEC guard his se- 
nior season. His first season, 1976-77, Alabama was 25-6 and ad- 
vanced to the NIT semifinals, a feat then when the NCAA tournament 
field included only 24 teams. In fact, Alabama advanced to the NIT 
three of the years Scott played. 

“When I came down here for an interview, I could really feel the ex- 
citement of how he wanted to turn the program around,” said Scott of 
his visit with Gottfried. “You really want to get involved in something 
like that.” 

The 40-year old prepped at Parker High School and received his de- 
gree in physical education from The University of Alabama in 1980, 
He was the head basketball coach at West End High School in 
Birmingham, earning Coach of the Year honors in 1993, 1994, 1995 
and 1996. —Donna Fromme 
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Roberts Takes Diving Title 


by Andrew Varble II 


By himself, junior earns 
Bama 23rd in nation 


oing into the 1998 NCAA 
Swimming and Diving Champion- 


ships, Brent Roberts had already had 
a pretty good year. He came into his junior 
season as the reigning Southeastern 
Conference Diver of the Year. He cut a swath 
through his dual meet opponents and then 
in December he made his way over to 
Athens, Georgia, for the United States World 
Championship Trials. Battling against the 
best the United States has to offer, Roberts 
staged a massive comeback over the last 
four dives to finish second and win a spot 
on the U.S. squad. 

At the World Championships, held in 
Perth, Australia during the second week in 
January, Roberts finished 23rd off his spe- 
cialty, the 10-meter platform. Knowing that 
the trip to Perth, while beneficial to his ca- 
reer, had put Roberts behind in his training 
schedule for his ultimate goal of winning an 
NCAA title, he, along with Coach Pat 
Greenwell made the descion to train 
through the SEC Championships. “We knew 
that the World Championships were going 
to leave Brent tired both physically and 
mentally going into the SEC Champion- 
ships,” Greenwell said, “But we also knew 
that his ultimate goal of an NCAA title was 
in reach.” 

Still, Roberts dove well enough to capture 
second olf the three-meter board and third 
off the platform at SECs, From that point, 
Roberts and Greenwell began fine tuning 
the Pensacola, Florida, natives dives, mak- 
ing the adjustments that would allow him to 
contend. 

On the first two days of the NCAA 
Championships, Roberts dove well, taking 
ninth off the one-meter and 12th off the 
three-meter board, On the final night of the 
Indianapolis, Indiana, hosted meet, Roberts, 
long a contender, made the leap to champi- 
on. He jumped out to an eight point lead 
after the prelimanary round, but there were 
no less than five of the NCAAs top divers 
within striking distance of the crown. 
Roberts remained steadfast and calm, clos- 
ing out the competition with a score of 
834.45, more than 30 points better than sec- 
ond place. His total shattered the school 
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record of 804.40 set by Edward Morse in 
1990. In addition to his title, the first for an 
Alabama man in the past 15 NCAA 
Swimming and Diving Championships, 
Roberts earned All-America honors off the 
platform and second team accolades off the 
one- and three-meter boards, pushing his 
total to three first-team nods and four see- 
ond-team honors. Roberts previous NCAA 
high finish was third off the 1O-meter plat- 
form at the 1997 championships. 

“This was a milestone for our program,” 
Greenwell said. “It is the goal we've been 
striving for since I got here 10 years ago. 
Brent did a great job of making the adjust- 
ments necessary leading up to the champi- 
onships. Once in the midst of the competi- 
tion, he did a great job of staying focused 
and closing things out. He was very tough 
mentally down the stretch,” 

Roberts himself saw the accomplishment 
more a reflection on the University and the 
opportunities he had been afforded at The 
Capstone. “I felt 1 was doing this for the 
team,” Roberts said, “It was a great honor. I 
didn’t miss too much. | just tried to go oul, 
have a good time and be consistent. The rest 
took care of itself.” 


oberts became only the second 
Alabama diver to win an NCAA title, 


Wayne Chester was the first. taking 


the one-meter diving title in L980 as a fresh- 
man. The last member of the men’s swim- 
ming and diving team to win an NCAA title 
was Glenn Mills in 1983, Mills won the 200 
breaststroke crown. Alabama has been close 
to an NCAA diving title several times over 
the last decade, Mark Rourke and Rafael 
Alverez, Olympians for Canada and Spain re- 
spectively, both finished in the top-three dur- 
ing their Tide careers. Rourke came closest 
with a second place finish off the one-meter 
board at the 1993 NCAA Championships. 

The Tide's lone competitor at the NCAA 
Championships, Roberts dove Alabama into 
23rd place in the team standings. It marks 
the 23rd time in 25 years that the Tide has 
finished among the nation’s top-25. 

With one title in hand, the question of re- 
peating as champion comes to mind. With 
the experience gained this season at both 
the World trials and the World Champion- 
ships, along with confidence gained with be- 
coming the nation’s best diver by 30 points, 
the outlook is good going into next year. If 
he did repeat, he would be the only member 
of the men’s swimming and diving team to 
manage that feat. Jonty Skinner came the 
closest, earning the 100 freestyle title as a 
frosh and finishing second the next two 
years. Roberts isn’t ready to think about that 
yet, “Right now, I'm just enjoying this one,” 
he said. 


Don’t Make A Move Without Telling Us 


Historically, a number of our subscribers 
change addresses at the beginning of sum- 
mer, The next issue of ‘Bama, the August 
issue, will be mailed in late July. If you are 
going to have an address change, please let 
us know so you do not miss an issue. We 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to re- 
place missed issues of ‘BAMA when we have 
not been notified of a change of address. The 
Post Office provides special post cards for 
address change, or you can send us your old 
and new addresses to ‘BAMA, P.O. Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054, or FAX 
them to (205) 345-1260, or telephone 1- 
800-713-2261, 

This is also a time when a number of sub- 
scriptions are due for renewal. We make 
every effort to remind you with a card, but 
you may want to take a moment to check 
the status of your subscription by looking at 
your mailing label. 

On the magazine address label, above the 
name, are a set of numbers that is the ac- 
count number, then a set of letters for office 
use, and then a set of numbers that is the ex- 
piration date. 


That expiration date is in order of year, 
month, day. For instance, 980727 would 
mean your subscription expires July 27, 
1998. 

An example of information on a label: 
(acct.#) — (affice code) — (expiration date) 
845737 BAMINP 980727 
John Z Smith 
12 National Champions St 


Tuscaloosa, AL 35401-2423 
(ZIP+4) 


If your subscription has expired, or if it is 
nearing renewal time, you may call VISA or 
MasterCard credit card orders to 1-800-713- 
2261. Mail checks to "BAMA, P.O. Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054. 

It is helpful to give us your account num- 
ber and name and address when you renew. 
Also, be sure to let us know immediately if 
your address is not correct. 

And, if your post office has assigned you a 
ZIP+4 number that we do not yet have, please 
let us know those additional four numbers, 
Your local postmaster can give you those four 
numbers and it may speed delivery. 


Gymastics Success: 


—— =. — _ 4 
= —— EO _—_—_———— —— 


Third Place Makes It A Fun Year 


by Andrew Varble Il 


After a disappointing 1997, 


son, the 20th coaching Alabama for 

she and husband, Assistant Head 
Coach David Patterson, is concise and sim- 
ple, but it speaks volumes about the year 
just past for Alabama gymnastics. 

“It was fun,” she said. 

This season, which just coneluded 
Saturday, April 19 in Los Angeles for 
Alabama's 13 gymnasts, three coaches and 
wide array of support staff, was the polar 
opposite of the 1997 season, which wasn’t 
much fun at all. The 1997 season had start- 
ed with surgery for David Patterson and 
ended with a spate of late season injuries 
relegating Alabama to the stands for the 
team finals of the NCAA Championships. It 
marked the first time in Alabama history 
that a Patterson squad made it to the NCAA 
Championship Meet (the Tide had been to 
all but the first one in 1982) and not been in 
contention for the championship on the last 
night. Alabama finished ninth at the 1997 
NCAA Championships its lowest finish ever 
at the tile tilt. 

Alabama's “comeback,” if such a term is 
appropriate for a team that finished in the 
top 10 nationally, began the day the team re- 
turned [rom Gainesville, Florida, site of the 
1997 NCAA meet. Alabama gathered togeth- 
er that day and promised each other that it 
wouldn't happen again. Alabama would 
never again watch the Super Six from the 
stands if they had anything to do with it. 

Participation in the off-season program 
was intense and on-going. Littke motivation 
was needed from the coaches in the gym 
each day, In August, the upperclassmen were 
joined by five freshmen and the work began 
in earnest. According to Sarah Patterson, the 
group bonded quickly. The goals and work 
ethic of the upperclassmen caught on quick- 
ly with the rookies. 

“This group did everything we asked of 
them and more,” Sarah Patterson said. 
“They became a tight-knit group almost 
from day one, This was one of the most en- 
joyable seasons of coaching that David and | 
have had.” 

Alabama moved through the regular sea- 
son with increasing confidence, The one dip 
in the Tide’s increasingly sunny outlook 
came at the Tide’s home meet against 
Arizona State, North Carolina State and 
UMass. Freshman standout Robin Hawkins 
tore the anterior cruciate ligament in her left 
knee and was lost for the season. 


¢ arah Pattersons take on the 1998 sea- 
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The first leg of the post season saw 
Alabama in Baton Rouge for the 
Southeastern Conference Championships. 
Alabama had a bad meet. A stomach virus 
struck down junior Gwen Spidle, Alabama's 
emotional leader, and sophomore Lexa 
Evans, The Tide finished fourth at the SEC 
Championships. 

The positives that came out of the league 
championships included junior Mandy 
Chapman earning her second straight All- 
SEC honor and Hawkins being recognized 
as the SEC Freshman of the Year. 

In many respects the NCAA Regional Meet 
is the most important of the year. In order to 
advance to the Championship Meet, a team 
must either win one of the five regionals or 
be one of the next seven highest scoring 
teams. Alabama was hosting the powerful 
Central Division Regional, which included 
1997 Regional Champion Michigan; LSU, 
which had just beaten Bama at the SEC 
meet; and Minnesota, a winner over the Tide 
in the opening meet of the year. 

Alabama responded with a stellar perlor- 
mance, scoring a 196.550 to win its 14th re- 
gional tide in the past 16 years and advance 
to its 16th consecutive NCAA Champion- 
ships. Alabama's total was more than a half 
point better than second place Michigan. A 
fully recovered and ready for action Gwen 
Spidle led Alabama with a 39.225 all-around 
performance. Freshman Dara Stewart, a na- 
live of Hoover, stepped into Crimson Tide 
lore by winning the uneven bars with a 9,9. 
Junior walk-on Gina Logan posted a career 
best 9.9 on the balance beam to share that 
title with teammates Spidle and senior 
Danielle McAdams. 


hus, Alabama headed to UCLA for the 
| National Championship Meet as the 
nation’s third-seeded team. In Los 
Angeles, the Tide's focus was on being in the 
Super Six after the first day of competition. 
Alabama started off on the uneven bars, 
the same event that got them started at the 
regional meet. The Tide scored a 49.200 led 
by Stewart's 9.875, a mark good enough to 
earn her second team All-America honors. 
Alabama had its only fall of the day during 
its second event, the balance beam. The next 
performer up, Logan went on like it was no 
big deal, hit her routine and the Tide sailed 
through the event, posting a 48.875. Spidle 
scored a 9.85, good for All-America. 
At the halfway point, Alabama and 


gymnasts were determined to be back in national title race 


Georgia started to pull away from the pack. 
Seniors Merritt Booth and Shay Murphy 
both earned All-America with 9.9 floor exer- 
cise efforts, leading the Tide to a 49.3 team 
score, Alabama finished up its first day of 
competition by posting a 49.1 on the vault 
led by Booth’s second team All-America ef- 
fort of 9.875. Georgia (197.825) and 
Alabama (196.475) made it into the Super- 
Six by a comfortable margin. Alabama was 
led by Spidle’s career high 39.375 all-around 
effort, good for third in the afternoon ses- 
sion and All-America. 

Alabama started the Super Six on the floor 
exercise and was again led by the senior duo 
of Booth and Murphy. Both women scored 
9.875 to lead Alabama to a 49.2. On the 
vault, Alabama scored a 48.925 led by 
Booth’s 9.825. Spidle and Booth posted 
9.875s on the uneven bars to give Alabama a 
49.3 team score. With one rotation left 
Alabama, heading for the toughest event in 
the building, the balance beam, was sitting 
in the middle of the pack. The extremely tal- 
ented Georgia Bulldogs were clearly ahead 
of the rest of the field and Florida was sit- 
ting solid in second place. During the last 
event, Alabama flipped, leaped and soared to 
a 48.875 team score led by Smith’s 9.9 and 
Spidle’s 9.875. Alabama surged from the 
middle of the second three to capture third 
place overall, just 5/100th from catching 
Florida. Not only had Alabama returned to 
the ‘Super-6° but it had finished in the top- 
three nationally for the 11th time. 

“I feel like we won third place,” Sarah 
Patterson said. “If you told me at the begin- 
ning of the year that we would be third, | 
would have said you were crazy. We weren't 
the third most talented team out there. A lot 
of the credit goes to our upperclassmen. 
They really led the way for our team this 
year. They made a commitment alter last 
year’s finish that we wouldn't be sitting in 
the bleachers.” 

Alabama's seniors bowed out as they had 
come in, tumbling and winning meets for an 
overachieving Alabama team. Merritt Booth, 
Danielle McAdams and Shay Murphy all 
leave The Capstone as All-Americas with an 
SEC and NCAA Championship ring on their 
fingers. 

And with a strong majority of the squad 
returning for the 1999 season, along with a 
talented corps of freshmen, the goal next 
year may just be set a little higher. Say, two 
places up the ladder. 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MAY '98 


A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


EMA cxsco MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 —~ “ 
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Spring Signees: 


A Few New Future Tiders 


by Donna Fromme 


With no spring basketball 
signees, it’s a quiet time 


nlike the first frantic week of 
[ February and football signing day, 

the spring signing period for winter 
and spring sports is a sedate recruiting peri- 
od. In part, that’s because there has been an 
early signing period in November, a time 
when many of the high profile men’s basket- 
ball players are signed to national letters-ol- 
intent, For another, the spring signing peri- 
od lasts from April 8 to May 15, and longer 
for baseball. 

Last November the Alabama men’s basket- 
ball program added three signees—6-8 power 
forward Sam Haganis of UMS-Wright in 
Mobile, Mr. Basketball by the Alabama 
Sports Writers Association; 6-7 wing Cedric 
Patton of Huntsville Grissom and small for- 
ward Mark Kimbrough of Pensacola Junior 
College. Although the three were signed by 
David Hobbs and his staff, all three intend 
to join the program under new Head Coach 
Mark Gottfried. 

Those three signees, along with the 11 
scholarshipped players expected to return 
next year, will have Alabama one over the 
limit of 13 scholarshipped players allowed 
in men’s basketball. In part for that reason, 
Gottfried has said he would not likely sign 
another player, and Bama has not added a 
signee in the late signing period. Gottfried 
pointed out that it will be an excellent year 
in Alabama next year, He has been to see the 
state's 17-and-under AAU team that includes 
the likes of 6-9 Parade All-America Marvin 
Stone of Huntsville Grissom, 6-8 forward 
Erwin Dudley of R.C. Hatch in Uniontown, 
and 6-7 guard Rod Grizzard of Central Park 
Christian. 

There had been some speculation regard- 
ing Rashard Lewis, a 6-10 senior at Alief, 
Texas, on the outskirts of Houston, signing 
with Alabama, but Lewis, who strongly con- 
sidered the Tide last fall. has announced that 
he is going to by-pass college to try for the 


Shelley Laird 


Elan Blumberg 


NBA. He averaged 28.2 points, 13 rebounds, 
five blocks and 4.3 steals per game last sea- 
son. 

A source close to the Alabama men's bas- 
ketball program said that Bama would be 
very unlikely to sign anyone this spring, the 
one exception being that if a high-profile 
transfer was available Alabama might take a 
chance on him. The source added that 
Alabama would not sign any transfer from 
Murray State, from whence came Gottfried 
and uwvo of his assistants, or from Alabama- 
Birmingham, where the third assistant for- 
merly coached. 

Bama Head Women's Coach Rick Moody 
has also completed his recruiting with the 
signees he added in November. 

One of Moody’s Alabama women's basket- 
ball signees, Beth Vice of Franfort, Kentucky, 
has been named Miss Basketball in 
Kentucky for this past season, even though 
she suffered a late season knee injury that 
required reconstructive surgery. The 6-0 
guard averaged 23.8 points, five rebounds 
and five assists for Montgomery County 
High School, 


ven though there likely will be no bas- 
| ee additions this spring, and any 
baseball additions will come much 
later, there are some who are joining the 
Crimson Tide program. Here is a look at 
some who have returned signed scholarships 
to Alabama. Alabama cannot announce 
signees until the signed national letters-of- 
intent are received by The University. 
SOFTBALL 
Coach Kalum Haack and staff have signed 
pitcher Shelley Laird of Spring, Texas. Laird 
will graduate from Klein Oak High School in 
Spring. Her father, Gil, played basketball at 
the University of Houston. Her team has 
made the regional playoff every year since 
1995, her freshman season. Laird is the 1995 
and 1997 District MVP, was named All- 
Greater Houston and has been an All- 
District at pitcher. 
SWIMMING & DIVING 
One of the more intriguing pasts belongs 
to swimming signee Elan Blumberg. 
Blumberg said that when he was a toddler, 
not quite two years old, he fell into the fami- 
ly pool. His mother, no doubt terrified her 


Marcy Warriner 


TJ. Wolters 


baby would drown, ran out to save him, 
When she looked down through the water at 
Blumberg, the baby was content, sitting on 
the floor of the pool and smiling. 

Tide head coach Chuck Horton no doubt 
hopes Blumberg will give Alabama plenty to 
smile about. Blumberg, who was born in 
Jerusalem but now lives in Coral Springs, 
Florida, competes best in the 100 and 200 
breaststroke and the 200 individual medley 
events, 

His father, Leonard Blumberg, played pro- 
fessional soccer in South Africa for the 
Keiser Chiels. 

Belinda Green will enter the freshman 
class bringing her expertise in the breast- 
stroke events to town. Green, a native of 
England, is now living in Ft. Myers, Florida. 
She'll major in theater at Alabama. Green, a 
high school state champion in the 100 
breaststroke, was a 1994 Junior Nationals 
qualifier and finished 12th in the 200 breast 
stroke in the 1997 Junior Nationals. She was 
a qualifier in the 100 and 200 breaststroke at 
Senior Nationals in 1997, She's All- 
Southwest Florida (1995-97), holds a con- 
ference record in the 100 breast, and is the 
News Press Swimmer of the Year for 1997. 

Joining Green will be Marcy Warriner, a 
senior now at Northwest Ranking High 
School in Brandon, Mississippi. Warriner is 
a member of the Sunkist swim team which 
has won the state championship for 12 
straight years, She has been named “Most 
Outstanding Mississippi High School 
Swimmer” for 1996-97 and 1997-98. 
Warriner is the holder of six state high 
school records. The school newspaper editor 
is also an honor student. She is a 100-yard 
breaststroke and 100-meter breaststroke 
Senior National qualifier. 

State champion T.J. Wolters will swim for 
the men’s team. The Cleveland, Mississippi, 
native (Cleveland High School) holds state 
records in the 200 individual medley, the 
400 individual medley and the LOO butterfly. 
Wolters was named the “Mississippi Most 
Outstanding Swimmer” and is a Junior 
National qualifier. He's also a Scholastic All- 
America who lettered in swimming, cross 
country and tennis, 

MEN’S TENNIS 
Coach Adam Steinberg’s first signing class 
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Weyli Chang 
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includes a recruiting coup as the coach re- 
portedly out-charmed longtime tennis na- 
tional power Texas to get Louisville, 
Kentucky, native Chris McRae. McRae is 
ranked number six in the South in junior 
tennis and also is nationally ranked. He is an 
all-state player at Brownsboro High and will 
contend for the Kentucky state high school 
championship later this spring. 
WOMEN'S TENNIS 

Alabama will have a brother/sister tennis 
combo in 1998-99 when Weyli Chang, sister 
of Bama tennis player Weylu Chang, comes 
on campus to play for Coach Jenny Mainz's 
women’s tennis team. 

The Changs are from Lynnfield, 
Massachusetts, but, like her brother, Weyli 
comes to Alabama via the famed Bolletieri 
Tennis & Sports Academy in Bradenton, 
Florida, She is the 1997 National Southern 
Open singles and doubles champion. Nick 
Bolletieri named her his academy's “Most 
Improved Player” in 1991-92 and “Most 
Positive Attitude” winner in 1994-95. In na- 
tional junior tennis, she has ranked as high 
as number 18 in doubles. 

TRACK & FIELD 

Mary Grant will be remembered as one of 
Coach Sandy Fowler's first signees as Fowler 
is in her first season as Alabama’s first full- 
time women’s head track and field coach. 
Grant is from Kissimmee. Florida’s Gateway 
High School. She is a regional champion in 
the long jump, 200, 100 and 400 meters. She 
has competed in several prestigious regional 
meets, including The Great 8 where in 1996 
she finished fifth in the 100 meters and the 
1996-97 Golden South Classic where she fin- 
ished filth in the 100 meters and fourth in 
the 200 meters. 


Ithough Alabama had expected to 
At between 80 and 100 upcoming 

senior football prospects on campus 
for the A-Day game, terrible weather in the 
Southeast almost certainly cut that number 
down, Nevertheless, a sizeable number of 
prospects, some with their families, did make 
it to campus. Among those spotted were: 

Lineman Elliott Gilmore of Montgomery 
Jeff Davis, offensive lineman Randall Shoultz 
of Jackson, lineman Jim Isaminger of Hoover, 
lineman Troy Ragland of Huntsville Johnson, 
outside linebacker. Cotra Jackson of 
Birmingham West End, lineman Artavius 
Williams of Montgomery Sidney Lanier, de- 
fensive lineman Robert Branch of Tuscaloosa 
Central, center Blake Jones of Athens, run- 
ning back Golinsky Smith of Sylacauga, line- 
man Matt Lomax of Mobile UMS-Wright, 
and tight end Michael Gaines of Tallahassee, 
Florida. 

Alabama Sootball coaches will be on the 
road in May talking to high school football 
coaches and guidance counselors and look- 
ing at videotapes of upcoming prospects. 
Tide football coaches will also see a number 
of prospects in June during the Mike DuBose 
Football Camp. 


MAY ‘98/BaAma, Inside The Crimson Tide 


The 1998 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Football 
Yearbook 


The 1998 ‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE FOOTBALL 
YEARBOOK provides our outlook for the season, an in-depth 
look at the offense, defense and special teams, and humb- 
nail sketches of the key returning varsity players and incom- 
ing signees. There is also an examination of the Crimson 
Tide opponents, a look at the coaching staff, the history and 
tradition of Alabama football, future schedules, statistics, and 
page after page of information on upcoming football 
prospects in Alabama, the Southeast and the nation. 

Order today. Send cash, check or money order for 
$12 per yearbook (plus Alabama residents must in- 
clude 60 cents sales tax) to: 

"BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 

P.O. Box 866104 
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35486 


Name 


Address 
City 
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SCORECARD 


Possible Television Games 

ESPN is expected to select at least three 
1998 Alabama home football games for tele- 
cast on the national cable sports network. 

lt has been widely reported that Bama’ 
season-opening game in expanded Bryant- 
Denny Stadium against BYU on September 5 
will kickoff at 6 p.m. CDT to accommodate 
ESPN, There have also been reports that the 
cable network would like to have the 
Alabama-Florida game from Tuscaloosa on 
October 3 and the regular season-ending 
game against Auburn at Birmingham's 
Legion Field (if ivs still standing and/or 
Alabama is playing games in Birmingham) 
on November 21. 

ESPN kickoffs are at cither 6 p.m, or 6:30 
p.m. central time. 


More All-Stars 

Three Alabama lootball signees have been 
placed on rosters for the Alabama-North- 
South football game to be played July 23 at 
Crampton Bowl in Montgomery, 

Wide receiver Sam Collins of Fayette 
County and linebacker Theo Sanders of 
Shades Valley will be on the North squad, 
while quarterback Damien Jones of Prichard 
Vigor will be on the South team. 

It had previously been announced that the 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game to be 
played at Ladd Stadium in Mobile on June 
20 would include eight Bama signees, wide 
receiver Freddie Milons of Starkville and de- 
fensive back Reggie Myles of Pascagoula on 
the Mississippi team, and quarterback Tyler 
Waus of Pelham, tailback Shontua Ray of 
Montevallo, fwllback/linebacker Marvin 
Constant of Tuscaloosa Central, offensive 
lineman Marico Portis ol Prichard Vigor, of- 
fensive lineman Bart Raulston of Sylvania 
and linebacker Darius Gilbert of Oxford on 
the Alabama squad. 


The Draft 

Almost everyone believes that former 
Alabama defensive lineman Michael Myers 
made a real bad deal last summer, and, as a 
result, the Dallas Cowboys got a real good 
deal this spring. Last summer Myers had ille- 
gal dealings with an agent, which resulted in 
him being dismissed from the Alabama foot- 
ball team after one game. However, the real 
penalty to Myers came this spring, when he 
was selected in the fourth round of the 
National Football League draft, the 160th 
player taken, after pre-season projections 
prior to the 1997 season had him as one of 
the top 10 or so likely picks. Pro scouts say 
Myers’ stock dropped because he wasn't play- 
ing football last fall. The cost? Perhaps a cou- 
ple million dollars, which should (but proba- 
bly won't) deter any other college underclass- 
men in these parts from dealing with agents 
prematurely. 

Incidentally, that agent, Ray Williams of 
North Carolina, who had to pay a settlement 
to The University of Alabama and who is 
banned for life from working as an agent in 
Alabama and for the next two years for rep- 
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resenting any Southeastern Conference ath- 
lete, is now being investigated by the NFL 
Players Association. If he is found in viola- 
tion of NFL regulations his license could be 
suspended and he could face fines of up to 
$25,000, 

Tight end Rod Rutledge was the first for- 
mer Tide player drafted, going in the second 
round to New England. Cornerback Deshea 
Townsend went in the fourth round to 
Pittsburgh and tailback Curtis Alexander in 
the fourth round to Denver. 


Football Walk-On 

Alabama is expected to land yet another 
strong walk-on this fall as tight end Patrick 
Tate of Fort Payne High School has been re- 
ported as planning lo join the Crimson Tide 
football team. He's a 6-4, 221-pounder who 
also played defensive end and was the place- 
kicker for Coach Jerry Elmore’s team, He 
had three pass receptions for 41 yards and 
made 46 tackles and had two fumble recov- 
eries and scored two touchdowns as a se- 
nior, 

Earlier it had been announced that tight 
end Hunter Williams of Lawrence County 
High School in Moulton, place-kicker Mark 
Wisniewski of Jacksonville, Florida, Bishop 


Kenny High School; punter Brian Barlow of 


Copiah-Lincoln Community College in 
Mississippi: and flanker Jay Stubbs (the son 
of Tide Quarterback Coach Charlie Stubbs) 
of Las Vegas, Nevada, would he joining 
Bama this fall, 


Wallace Wade Avenue 

Its too bad that in 1930 Tuscaloosa didn't 
have any Streets as nice as the one that was 
recently named Wallace Wade Avenue. It 
might have been a little easier for Wade to 
have gotten out of town. Wade, the first ol 
Alabama’ great football coaches, had a hard 
time dealing with University President Dr. 
George Denny. Therefore, prior to the start 
of the 1930 season, Wade announced it 
would be his last. He went out in a big way, 
undefeated including a victory in the Rose 
Bowl, but he didnt change his mind and 
stay. Instead he went to Duke, where he con- 
cluded his Hall of Fame coaching career. 

Wade had not been recognized in 
Tuscaloosa for his accomplishments. 
However, thanks in part to a former 
Alabama player, Roger Shult=. who now 
hosts a call-in sports radio program in 
Tuscaloosa, Wade has been houored. Shultz 
spear-headed the drive to have a street 
named for Wade. 

Now the portion of what was 10th Avenue 
beside Bryant-Denny Stadium between 
University Boulevard and Bryant Drive is 
Wallace Wade Avenue. Among those taking 
part in the ceremony prior to this year’s A- 
Day Football Game was Carleton Lynch, an 
Alabama sophomore and Wade's great- 
granddaughter. 


Celebrating Title Team 
In 1968 the Alabama baseball team ol 


Coach Joe Sewell was the surprise of the 
SEC, winning the league championship. 
That team will be recognized prior to the 
Saturday, May 9, Alabama-Auburn baseball 
game. 

A number of members of the squad are re- 
turning to Tuscaloosa for the event. Also ex- 
pected to attend is the assistant coach of that 
team, Hoss Bowlin. Bowlin was one of the 
all-time favorite members of the 
Birmingham Athletics and spent a short time 
in the major leagues, 

Jack Traffanstedt was one of the stars of 
that team and he has been active in assem- 
bling the reunion members. Other top play- 
ers on that team included John Peck, J.C. 
Ranelli, Stan Moss, Bill Parker, Lynn Bailey, 
Frank Cargo, Dennis Stanard, Eddie Propst, 
Mike Ennis, Joe Kelley and Jackie Glover. 


Basketball All-Stars 

Four Alabama basketball signees were se- 
lected for the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star 
Basketball Games, to be played June 13 at 
Mississippi College in Clinton, Mississippi. 
Selected for the Alabama boys team are 6-8 
power forward Sam Haganis of Mobile UMS- 
Wright, 6-7 wing player Cedric Patton of 
Huntsville Grissom, and 6-5, 250-pound 
forward Terry Jones, Jr. of Tuscaloosa 
Central. Jones is an Alabama football signee, 
but many expect him to play both football 
and baskethall at Alabama. 

Additionally, the Alabama girls rosier in- 
cludes 6-2 center LaNisha Cartwell of 
Montevallo, who signed with the Crimson 
Tide women’ team. 

Haganis was selected as Mr. Basketball by 
the Alabama Sports Writers Association, 


Basketball Awards 

The Tuscaloosa Tipoff Club has made its 
annual awards to members of Alabama's 
men’s basketball team. Damon Bacote and 
Demetrius Alexander, the team’s seniors, 
were honored as co-captains and Bacote re- 
ceived the Guy Lee Turner Memorial 
Delensive Player of the Year Award. That 
award is named for a former Bama player 
killed in a diving accident in 1967, 
Alexander also received the Rebound Leader 
Award. 

Junior guard Blake Thrasher took home 
the Hustle Award for the third consecutive 
year. There are rumors that Thrasher may 
nol return to win the award for a fourth sea- 
son, 

Sophomore center Jeremy Hays, an 
Academic All-SEC performer, won the 
Hayden Riley Scholarship Award. 

The women’s basketball awards banquet 
had tri-captains—Tausha Mills, Kidada 
Holtzclaw and Brittney Ezell-receiving 
plaques. Leah Goss received the Scholar- 
Athlete Award and the Shelly Pyles Hustle 
Award, while Pam Duncan was given the 
Dottie Kelso Inspiration Award. 

Dominique Canty was presented an award 
for being named first team All-SEC, while 
Ezell and Mills received second team All- 
SEC certificates. 


Calling All Fathers 

New Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried will hold summer basketball 
camps, including a special “Father and Son 
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Camp,” The first session, Shooting Camp, 
will be June 19. The Father and Son Camp 
will be June 19-20. Individual Camp ses- 
sions are June 21-25 and June 28-July 2. 
Team Camp is June 25-27, Each camp is for 
ages 8-18 (although fathers presumably can 
be older), Gottfried will also host a Day 
Camp August 3-7 for ages 5-10. 

For more information call the Crimson 
Tide basketball office at (205) 348-4551 or 
write Mark Gottfried Basketball Camp, RO. 
Box 870390, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. 


Pro Signees 

Two Alabama women’s basketball seniors 
have decided to pursue a professional play- 
ing career and already have signed with rival 
leagues, However, neither has yet been 
drafted by a team. 

Tausha Mills, a 6-2 center, signed a three- 
year contract with the American Basketball 
League, which plays its games in the winter, 
while guard Brittney Ezell signed to play in 
the Women’s National Basketball 
Association, a summer league. The ABL 
draft is May 5, while the WNBA draft was 
scheduled for April 29. Both players have 
been attending tryout camps in their respec- 
tive leagues. Mills is assured a spot on a 
team roster by signing her contract, but 
Ezell must be drafted by a team in order to 
gain a roster spol. 

Last year a former Alabama player, 
Shalonda Enis, was the Rookie of the Year in 
the ABL. Like Mills, Enis played at Trinity 
Valley Junior College in Texas before com- 
pleting her college eligibility at Alabama. 

Former Tide star Niesa Johnson was in- 
volved in a major ABL trade at the end of 
the season. The Seattle Reign traded center 
Rhonda Smith and 1998 first- and tourth- 
round draft choices to Long Beach for 
Johnson and a third-round pick. 


SEC Winner 

Soccer player Nicole Lees has been named 
a recipient of the SEC Community Service 
Post-Graduate Scholarship Award, She won 
the $5,000 scholarship for work in her 
church and in the community. She was se- 
lected by a committee of Faculty Athletics 
Representatives from the 12 SEC universi- 
ties. She will receive a $5,000 post-graduate 
scholarship, provided by the SEC. 

A four-time letter-winner for the Alabama 
soccer team, Lees helped lead the Crimson 
Tide to the SEC Western Division title in 
1995 and 1997 and became the schools all- 
time assist leader. She was a President's List 
and Dean's List student in 1995 and was a 
member of the SEC Academie Honor Roll. 

The SEC Community Service Post- 
Graduate Scholarship was first presented in 
1996, when the first winners were Tony 
Johnson, an Alabama [football player, and 
Erin Tenbrunsel, a Tide volleyball player. 


Soccer Adds Coach 

Soccer Coach Don Staley has completed 
his staff with the addition of Aaron Rodgers, 
a former assistant coach at the University of 
South Alabama. Rodgers served as a member 
of Staley’s camp last summer. 

The past two years at South Alabama 
Rodgers has specialized in recruiting and in 
coaching goalkeepers. Last year the Jaguars 
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had their best record in history, an 18-3-1 
mark, and captured the Sun Belt Conference 
championship. His goalkeepers ranked 
among the top three in shutouts in the 
Central Region. 

Rodgers played soccer at Arkansas-Little 
Rock before transferring to North Texas to 
complete his career. He was Most Valuable 
Player in the Alabama A&M Classic in 
1993. He played professionally for the 
Mobile Revelers, the Texas Cyclones and the 
Dallas-Fort Worth Toros of the United States 
Inter-Regional Soccer League. 

Following his college playing career, he 
was named assistant coach al North Texas in 
1995-96. He also worked with the North 
Texas and Mississippi Olympic Develop- 
ment programs. 


Volleyball Staffer 

Debbie Ponis has been hired as an assis- 
tant coach in Alabama's volleyball program. 
Head Coach Judy Green selected Ponis to 
serve as an on-the-floor coach, recruiter, 
event manager and to assist in administra- 
tive duties. 

Ponis served as an assistant at the 
Metropolitan State College of Denver and is 
also a professional player for the Colorado 
Thunder of the National Volleyball Associa- 
tion. She was a two-sport standout at Northern 
Colorado, where she led her team to three ap- 
pearances in the NCAA Division II 
Tournament and was a two-time first team All- 
America. She was twice named Colorado's 
Sportswoman of the Year and once Colorado 
Volleyball Player of the Year. She also earned 
All-America recognition as a tennis player, She 
was also a third team Academic All-America 
and winner of an NCAA Post-Graduate 
Scholarship. 


National Player 

It is astounding that Bama junior third 
baseman Andy Phillips did not win SEC 
Player of the Week Award the final week in 
March. The Demopolis native batted .500 
(8-16) in four games with one triple, three 
home runs, six runs scored and 13 runs bat- 
ted in. He had a 1.188 slugging percentage, 
579 on-base percentage, and two game-win- 
ning runs batted in 

However, the sting of the SEC snub was 
eased by The Sporting News naming Phillips 
National Player of the Week. 


Softball Success 

Alabama catcher Carrie Moreman, a junior 
from Shreveport, Louisiana, was named the 
SEC Women’s Softball Player of the Week on 
April 21, Moreman batted .650 for the week 
(six games) with 13 hits in 20 at-bats. Seven 
of her hits went for extra bases. She hit two 
doubles, two triples and three home runs, 
and had 11 runs batied in. She scored six 
runs herself. She was perfect at bat in two 
games. 

Moreman is one of three Tide players who 
have been named SEC Player of the Week 
this season as she joins Tide home run lead- 
er Kelly Kretschman (a shortstop) who was 
named the league best performer of the 
week on March 24, and left fielder Christy 
Kyle who took the honor on April 7. 

The Grimson Tide, in only its second year 
of existence, is the nation’s leader, and, thus 


the SECs leader. in home runs. As of April 
21, Alabama had 58 home runs, led by 18 
from shortstop Kretschman and 12 from 
Moreman. Three Alabama hitters were bat- 
ting .405 or better. 


Rodriguez Shines 

Sophomore tennis player Francisco 
Rodriguez has become the first Alabama 
player since 199] to be voted first team All- 
SEC by the league’s coaches. Rodriguez had 
a 23-14 overall record at the number one 
singles spot. Additionally, he and sopho- 
more Mason Snider were named to the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll. 

The Crimson Tide team of Coach Adam 
Steinberg was virtually assured of an invita- 
tion to the NCAA Region III championship 
meet May 8-10 in Lexington, Kentucky. Bama 
was ranked 23rd in the nation. A total of 64 
teams are invited to regional play with each 
winner advancing to the NCAA Champion- 
ships the next week in Athens, Georgia. 
Additionally, the nation’s top four ranked 
teams do not have to qualify and four other 
at-large teams from the regionals will make 
the 16-team championship field. 


ALL-SEC Golfer 

Senior Kathryn Cusick, who finished sec- 
ond individually in leading the women’s golf 
team of Coach Betty Palmer to a third place 
finish in the SEC Tournament, was selected 
All-SEC for the second straight year. 


Smart Golfers 

In a rebuilding year, Dick Spybey didn’t 
have any All-SEC performers on his young 
golf team. However, the Crimson Tide play- 
ers were winners in the classroom. Four of 
Spybey’s six eligible players were honored by 
selection to the SEC Academic Honor Roll, 

Making the list were Robert Ireland of 
Tuscaloosa (for the third consecutive year), 
Chip Zahn of Mandeville, Louisiana (second 
year), Richard Matricaria of David, Florida, 
and John Stahlschmidt of St. Louis, 
Missouri. 


National Recognition 

Even though the Alabama men's cross 
country team’s season ended months ago, 
the squad was recognized this spring by the 
U.S. Cross Country Coaches Association lor 
earning “All-Academic” based on the squad's 
cumulative grade point average. David Troy 
is the Bama coach. Vanderbilt was the only 
other SEC team to earn the honor, 


Another Logo 

The Alabama Athletics Department has 
added to its logo inventory. The A-Day foot- 
ball game line-up card distributed to fans in- 
cluded small replicas of the new insignia, 
which has a large elephant head over the 
words “Alabama Crimson Tide.” For the 
past couple of decades an elephant stepping 
through an “A” has been the official logo, 
and will continue to be. 

However, The University has been urged 
for sometime to develop an additional logo 
for use in merchandising. A New York firm 
was hired to develop several opuons and the 
new insignia was selected from those de- 
signs. lt will appear on officially licensed 
products in the future. 
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1998 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Baseball 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
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15 Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
Nicholls State 
Nicholls State 
Ark-Litlle Rock 
Ark-Little Rock 
Ark-Little Rock 
Louisiana Tech 
Louisiana Tech 
@ Cal-Fullerton 
@ Cal-Fullerton 
@ Cal-Fullerton 
Mercer 
Mercer 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida cancelled 
@ Georgia + 
@ Georgia 8 
@ Georgia 7 
Eastern Illingis I 
West Alabama + 
@South Carolina 3 
@ South Carolina 0 
@ South Carolina* 11] 
Southern Miss 3 
Mississippi State 10 
Mississippi State 2 
Mississippi State 13 
Samford 4+ 
@ Arkansas Il 
@ Arkansas l 
@ Arkansas 3 
North Alabama 1 
Tennessee 2 
Tennessee 12 
‘Tennessee 6 
@South Alabama 9 
@ Troy State 8 
@ LSU 6 
7 
2 
2 
4 
7 
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@LSU 

@LsU 

South Alabama 

@ UAB 

Ole Miss 

Ole Miss 

April 26 Ole Miss 2:00 
April 29 UAB 7:00 
May | @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
May 2 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
May 3 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
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May 8 Auburn 7:00 
May9 Auburn 2:00 
May 10 Auburn 2:00 


May 14- SEC Tournament 
May 17 @ Hoover Met 

May 21- NCAA Regionals 
May 24+ @ campus sites 

May 29- College World Series 
June 6 @Omaha 


*1L innings 
All times central 


30 


Softball 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
Arizona State Classic 


15 Detroit Mercy 0 
6 Utah ~~ 4 (8 innings) 
0 Fresno State 8 
+ UNLV 8 
2 Arizona State 5 
Bama Bash 
7 Northeastern Illinois 11 
] Texas Tech 2 
9 Austin Peay 1 
3 Centennary 0 
5 U-T-Chattanooga 9 
9 Northeastern Illinois | 
15 Wisconsin 7 
South Florida Classic 
3 Michigan 5 
2 Ball State | 
8 Florida ) 
3 lowa State 2 
5 Temple | 
1 Florida State + 
18-12 @ Samford 0-1 
16-1 Siena 0-0 
7-12. Arkansas 1-0 
6-8 Arkansas 0-4 
3- Louisiana Tech 2-2 
12-16 @ Kentucky 1-1 
6-7 @ Tennessee 1-8 
9-7 Georgia Southern 1-1 
Georgia Tech Invitational 
+ South Florida 13 
7 Mercer 0 
+ Middle Tennessee 0 
5 New Mexico 0 
5 Evansville 0 
| Ilinois-Chicago 5 
0-11 @ Florida 1-2 
3-6 Mississippi 1-1 
6-9 Mississipp1 0-1 
9.9 Belmont 0-1 
4-4 @ Miss. State 5-1 
7-10 Georgia Tech 1-2 


April 25 South Carolina = 1:0 


April 26 Georgia 1:00 
April 29 Auburn 5:00 
May2 LSU 1:00 
May 3 LSU 1:00 


May 8- SEC Tournament 
May 10 @ Columbus, Ga. 
May 15- NCAA Regionals 
May 17 campus sites 

May 21- College World Series 
May 25 @ Oklahoma City 


Other than tournament games 
all games are doubleheaders. 
Home games played at Bowers 
Park. 


All times central 


Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 

UA Opp. 

£ Troy State 

6 Georgia State 1 

? Southern Miss 0 

Feb. 5-8 National Indoor 

5 @ Georgia Tech 2 

3 Northwestern + 
@ Atlanta 


Feb. 19- National Team Indoor 
Feb. 22 @ Louisville 


+ @ UAB 3 
5 Miami 2 
2 Georgia 5 
4 Florida 3 
2 @ Tennessee 5 
2 Kentucky 5 
Blue-Gray @ Montgomery 
4 Fresno State 2 
l Harvard 6 
3 New Mexico 2 
2 @ Miss. State 5 
1 @ Ole Miss 6 
+ @ Arkansas 3 
0 @LSU 4+ 
! South Carolina 6 
3 @ Auburn + 
+ Vanderbilt 3 
SEC Championships @ Auburn 
3 Florida 4 
May 8 NCAA Regional 


May 10 @Lexington 
May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 24. @ Athens, Ga, 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 26-29 Alabama Relays 


Mar. 30- Miami Outdoor 
April 4 

April 9- @ Sea Ray Relays 
April ll = @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
April 17- Mt. Sac Relays 
April19 = @ Walnut, Calif. 
April 23-25 @ Penn Relays 
May 3 Alabama Open 
May I4- SEC Champs. 

May 17 @ Gainesville 


June 3- NCAA Championships 
June 6 @ Buffalo, N.Y. 


Women's Track 
Date Event 
Mar, 20-21 @ Clemson Relays 
Mar. 26-29 Alabama Relays 


April 4 @ Georgia Invit. 
April 9- @ Sea Ray Relays 
April 11 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
April 17- Mt. Sac Relays 
April 19 = @ Walnut, Calif. 


April 24-25 @ Drake Relays 
May 3 Alabama Open 


May 13 @ Tennessee Open 
May 22- SEC Champs, 
May 2+ @ Gainesville 


June 3- NCAA Championships 
June 6 @ Bulfalo, N.Y. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 23-26 @ Georgia Invite 
3 Southern Miss 6 


Feb. 5- National Indoor 
Feb,8 @ Dallas 

2 UAB 7 
| Georgia Tech 8 
Feb. 19- National Team Indoor 
Feb. 22 @ Madison, Wise. 


0 South Alabama 9 
0 @South Carolina 9 
0 @ Clemson 9 
Mar.6 @ Florida ppd. 
ft) Kentucky 9 
rt} Wake Forest 9 
2 @ Tennessee 7 
1 @ Vanderbilt 8 
0 Ole Miss 9 
| Auburn 8 
0 Georgia 6 
| @ South Florida 8 
2 @ Florida Inter. 7 
0 @ Miami 9 
0 @ Miss, State 9 
0 @ Arkansas 8 
0 LSU 9 
SEC Championships @ Lexinton 
0 Arkansas 6 
Women’s Golf 
Date Event Result 


Feb, 27- Florida Lady Gator 
Mar.1 @ Gainesville10 of 19 
Mar. 13- LSU Fairwood 

Mar. 15 @ Baton Rouge 4 of 15 
Mar. 24- Rainbow Invitational 
Mar. 26 @ Oahu, Hawaii 9 of 20 
Apr. 10- Women’s Southern 
Apr. 12 @ Athens, Ga.5 of 17 
Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 19 @ Riverchase, Bham 3rd 
May 7- NCAA Regional 
May9 @Duke 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 23. @ Madison, Wise, 


Men's Golf 


Date —_ Event Result 
Feb, 7- Florida Invitational 
Feb,8 @ Gainesville 14 of 15 
Feb. 18- John Burns 

Feb. 20 @ Honolulu 19 of 22 
Mar. 6- Matlock Invitational 
Mar, 2 @ Lakeland, Fla. 17 of 18 
Mar. 20- Spring Invitational 
Mar. 22 @ Montgomery1]¢ of 18 
Apr. 10- Billy Hitchcock 

Apr. 12 @ Auburn 8 of 12 
Apr. |[7- SEC Championships 
Apr. 19 @Athens,Ga. 12th 
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A SPECIAL WAY TO BENEFIT AND SUPPORT THE PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


THE NEW 1997 COLLECTION 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


AMA’S GREATEST GAMES 

1997 COLLECTION will 
include three one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
highly collectible video tapes include 
several games that were not seen on 
television — all games that Bama fans 
want to see. 


BAMA’'S GREATEST GAMES are hosted 
by famed Tide sportscaster-author John 
Forney, Tom Roberts and Jeff Rutledge 
of TASN. 


“IN ‘BAMA'S GREATEST GAMES’ 


fans can relive the 
memorable wins that 
are part of the Crimson 
Tide's rich tradition. 
Having been both a player 
and a coach at the 

University of Alabama, 
I'm proud to have been associated with 
some of those great moments. And Im 
pleased that a portion of the proceeds 
from each purchase will help support 
the Paul W. Bryant Museum.” 


Mike DuBose 


HIBBETT 


SPORTS 


“For The Real Sport” 


The games were selected on the basis 
of research by the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1997 
COLLECTION includes these games: 


BOOKS-A:MILLION 


WE WROTE THE BOOK ON LOW PRICES 


© Copyright 1997, Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited and The University of Alabama. 


1979 BAMA VS. PENN STATE 
The goal line stand led Bama to a 

magnificent victory and on to Coach 
Bryant's last National Championship. 


1981.BAMA VS. AUBURN 
Legendary coach Paul “Bear” Bryant 
saw his Bama squad rack up career win 
number 314 at Penn State. Now Bryant's 
Tide squares off against arch-rival Auburn, 
working to break Amos Alonzo Stagg’s 
all time career coaching record. 


1993 BAMA VS. MIAMI 

Underdog Alabama knocked off No. 1 
Miami to win the National Championship 
34-13, in the 1993 Sugar Bowl. The win 
climaxed an undefeated season for 
coach Gene Stallings’ Tide and produced 
Bama’s first National Championship 
since 1979. 


RELIVE THE EXCITING MEMORIES OF 
CRIMSON TIDE’S GREATEST VICTORIES! 


Limited quantities of previous 
volumes 1 through 20, are available. 
To order, call toll free 1-800-353-BAMA. 


r) Over 7000 
informative statistics 


imagine... @ The Linete 


» More than 1400 a See 
In the palm © player profiles Coslalli 
oj your hand! » 15 complete team 
ay ® schedules 


At THE ToucH OF A BUTTON, SEE... 
@ 1998 FOOTBALL ROSTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA®™ 
® 1998 FOOTBALL ROSTER OF EACH OPPONENT 


@ 1998 FOOTBALL ROSTER OF EVERY SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE TEAM 


POSITION, HEIGHT/WEIGHT, YEAR, HOMETOWN AND BIRTH DATE OF 
Att 1998 ALABAMA” AND OpposiNG PLAYERS - EvERY 1998 PLAYER IN THE S.E.C. 


THE 1998 FOOTBALL SCHEDULES OF 
THe UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA” - EACH OF ITS OPPONENTS - EVERY TEAM IN THE S.E.C. 


The Lineup™ + Personal Reservation Form 


TO ORDER TOLL FREE CALL 


EeOU oe bess | 


| Order early to | 
.| ensure availability! 


® 


(SRIMSON TIDE / 


your name | as it appears on credit card } 


address ( as it appears on credit card } 
Ja Be Gr qe G 


city / state / zip circle number of units ordered 


ONLY $3995 Pus 


payment method [_]Check [ ]VISA [_]MasterCard [_]Discover [_]AmExpress COLLECTORS EDITION 


charge card number expiration date 


signature of cardholder required daytime phone 


Player data not available until 8/7/98. 
The Lineup™ will begin shipping 8/15/98. 
Early orders receive priority shipping. 


% Non Residents add $ 2.60 Sales Tax 
ALL ORDERS add $4.95 Shipping/Handling 


Mai or Fax Orvers To: 1-330-263-1221 
Interactive Sports Information, Inc. - Box 1034 Wooster OH 44691 


.earn more about this sports information powerhouse by visiting our website@ http://www.interactive-sports.com 


